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documenting local experience and learning. The learning platform 
includes a number of work streams to: 
 

 Identify and document learning from across Ireland’s key partner 

countries.  

 Identify and document Irish Aid climate change case studies to 

inform our partners and the public 

 Prepare Irish Aid staff and missions to gain a full understanding of 

the current global situation, the relevant international policy 

frameworks and how best to support Least Develop Countries  

 Improve the tracking of climate finance and quality of Ireland’s 

reporting to the Irish public, international bodies and partners. 

  

The workshop was held in Dar es Salaam from the 10
th

 
to 13

th
 June 2014 and was attended by Irish Aid staff 

from five country programmes and HQ, together with 
partner organization representatives and IIED 
facilitators. The workshop looked at how climate can 
best be integrated in development programming, 
taking stock of what Irish Aid has previously done and 
future plans.  
 
The Learning Platform is about supporting missions and 
sections to better deliver their programmes and 

This is the second of 2014 regular reports from the environment and climate 

change team at HQ in Limerick. It was agreed to link focal points and Missions as 

part of the Climate Change and Development Learning Platform and we hope to 

use this opportunity to increase our communications and support to missions and 

relevant sections at HQ level. 

 

 

 Adrian Fitzgerald, Sean O Donncha and Naomi Campbell form the Environment and 

Climate Change Unit within TSSP.  At HQ level, there is a Climate Change Focal 

Point in each relevant section and there is also a Climate Change Focal Point at 

each Mission. The CC Focal Points at the Missions can be found here.  
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The Environment and Climate Change 
Team and Focal Points 
 

Climate Change and Development Learning 
Platform Tanzania 

 

Climate Change & Development Learning 
Platform website will be launched soon! 

http://dfai:8981/Person.aspx?guid=A1683155-CD29-4BA0-AA92-E27FB193F9BF
http://dfai:8981/Person.aspx?accountname=DFA%5Codonnchas
http://dfai:8981/Person.aspx?accountname=DFA%5Ccampbelln
http://dfai/PolicyMatter/DCD/ThematicSectorsSpecialProgrammes/Environment/Shared%20Documents/Forms/Key%20Documents.aspx
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Key Events this Period 

HFAII July Meeting 

14
th 

– 18
th

  July – 13
th

 Session of 

Open Working Group on SDGs
 

19
th

 – 21
st

 August – IIED Workshop 

& Learning Platform, Zambia  

23
rd

 September – Climate Summit, 

New York 

1
st

 – 12
th

 December - UN Climate 

Conference, Lima, Peru COP 20 

 Country Climate Finance reports 
will be available in August 2014 

A third industrial revolution to mitigate & adapt to climate change: the first was the steam engine, 
the second was the digital era & the third should be green technologies &renewable energy 
 

 
 Wetlands International Fish- Inner Niger Delta 

Professor Thomas Stocker, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
Working Group 1 Co-chair and lead author of its report on the Physical Science 
Basis of Climate Change, presented his lecture Climate Change Now: The Facts – in 
Dublin on the 27

th
 May 2014. 

 
In terms of CO2 emissions, Professor Stocker noted that concentrations in the 
atmosphere are unprecedented in the last 800,000 years. In 2013, humanity 
pumped 9.9 billion tons of CO2 into the atmosphere. Since 1992, global CO2 
emissions have risen by 61% and are steadily rising by 1.8% each year. The most 
concerning manifestation of climate change is that of sea level rise and even if we 
limit our emissions from today, the sea level will continue to rise in this century and 
the next.  
 
If we stick with a ‘Business as Usual’ approach in terms of continued growth of 
emissions, this will cause a 4.5ºC temperature rise globally and a warming in 
northern latitudes of 7ºC or more before the end of this century. All CO2 emissions 
since 1750 have been calculated and 1,000 billion tons of carbon will produce 
global warming between 0.8ºC to 2.5ºC.  
 
The introduction of any climate target implies limits on carbon emissions and the 
2ºC target agreed upon by all governments globally, through the UNFCCC, can only 
be achieved if we stay under 790 billion tons of carbon in the atmosphere. Already 
by 2013 there is 535 billion tons of carbon in the atmosphere, leaving a remaining 
carbon budget of 255 billion tons. Currently, the world is emitting 10 billion tons of 
carbon per year and at this rate we will have used up our entire carbon budget in 
about 25 years if we aim to remain under 2ºC. 
 
To address this, Professor Stocker advocates for a third industrial revolution to 
mitigate and adapt to climate change: the first was the steam engine, the second 
was the digital era and the third should be green technologies and renewable 
energy.  
 
Further information is available here 

Impact of global warming on food security in 
vulnerable areas in Africa 

Access to sufficient food  
 

 
In light of climate change variability, the 

development of adaptation plans that 

prevent the impact of adverse climatic 

conditions remains a priority. ENEA, 

Wetlands International, PIK, SMHI, IWMI 

and ACMAD have partnered in collaboration 

with African Risk Capacity to conduct a 4 

year research project called IMPACT2C, 

which is analyzing the impact of +2°C global 

warming on droughts and how that might 

impact food security in the Nile and Niger 

basins. According to the analysis conducted, 

a consistently positive temperature trend is 

very likely to warm our planet above +2°C 

within the next 50/60 years.  

However, the question of how this warming 

may impact the water cycle and drought 

patterns is not as easily answered. Preliminary 

results demonstrate that food security might be 

affected in different ways in the Nile and Niger 

basins. In particular, according to considered 

scenarios, the Nile basin will enjoy more stable 

conditions for food security whereas in the 

Niger basin, large fluctuations in the number of 

drought affected people will be produced over 

time scales of decades. Therefore, while 

opportunities may exist for cooperative 

strategies in disaster risk reduction, challenges 

will be created in managing a potentially 

unequal distribution of vital resources. 
 

Ireland was ranked in 9
th

 position in 
terms of the Climate Change 

Performance Index for 2014. For the 
full report, please click here. 

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/owg13.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/owg13.html
http://www.un.org/climatechange/summit/
http://www.un.org/climatechange/summit/
http://unfccc.int/meetings/lima_dec_2014/meeting/8141.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/lima_dec_2014/meeting/8141.php
http://www.climatechange2013.org/
http://www.enea.it/en
http://www.wetlands.org/
https://www.pik-potsdam.de/
http://www.smhi.se/en/about-smhi
http://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/
http://www.acmad.net/new/
http://germanwatch.org/en/download/8599.pdf
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The Mission in Sierra Leone works with a number of organisation on Climate 

Change issues. However, for the purposes of this report, we are going to focus on 

two of the programmes, the NEWS project 2013 – 2015 in collaboration with the 

FAO and the Organic Fertiliser programme in association with Action Contre la 

Faim (ACF).  

The NEWS project 2013 – 2015 programme supports the development of the 

National Early Warning System for Food and Nutrition Security, taking various 

factors including climate change into consideration in the country’s planning 

processes around agriculture.   

The indicators to be collected include modules on agro-meteorology, crop 

forecasting and crop protection recognising that unusual weather patterns can 

have an impact on agricultural production. Indeed, such impacts can trigger an 

emergency response whereby appropriate adaptation advice is offered to farmers. 

The Action Contre la Faim (ACF) 2013-2015 programme is also supported by the 

Mission in Sierra Leone. This programme involves the creation of 

community/backyard/sack gardens which promote the use of organic fertilisers 

which can be made out of locally available, natural ingredients. These are cheaper 

than the commercially available chemical fertilisers, and also do not cause any 

damage to the environment. 

 

 

The Mission in Tanzania has engaged with agricultural sector development 

programmes which have improved productivity for both crop and livestock and 

improved dissemination and use of appropriate technology. The programme 

has achieved these results through: 

 Conservation agriculture practices (terracing, mulching, rotation, 
intercrop-ping, manure); 

 Growing drought resistant crops; 

 Use of agro-forestry practices; 

 Soil and water conservation practices (irrigation, drip or System Rice 
Intensification); 

 Use of indigenous crops and livestock species; and 

 Introduction of commodity value addition. 

 

Feedback 

We hope that this update has been 

of interest and we’ll be happy to 

provide any additional information 

on any of the above areas 

mentioned.  We’d also hope over 

the coming weeks to link in with 

individual missions to provide 

information for the 3
rd

 Quarterly 

Report for 2014 and we can expand 

on any of the areas mentioned 

above that are of particular interest 

to your work and or to provide 

information / briefing on any other 

environment and climate change 

issues. 

 

Agriculture Sector Development 
Programme in Tanzania 

Sierra Leone & Climate Change 

Adrian Fitzgerald  
Adrian.Fitzgerald@dfa.ie 
Ext: 4149 

Sean O’ Donncha  
Sean.ODonncha@dfa.ie 
Ext: 4139 

Naomi Campbell 
Naomi.Campbell@dfa.ie 
Ext: 4013 


