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Climate Change and Resilience 

Quarterly Report 

This is the first report of 2017 from the climate change and disaster risk 

reduction team. This short report provides current climate and DRR 

information for missions and partners as part of the Climate Change and 

Development Learning Platform. We hope to use this space to inform on 

our key themes for 2017:  

- Climate and Social Protection  

- Climate Resilient Agriculture for Small Holder Farmers 

Key Upcoming Events 

6th-10th March 2017: 31st LDC Ex-

pert Group (LEG) Meeting, Bonn 

11th-13th April 2017: National Adap-

tation Plan (NAP) Expo, Bonn 

8th-18th May 2017: 46th UNFCCC 

intercessional Subsidiary Body for 

Implementation (SBI), Bonn    

22nd-23rd May 2017: WHO Multi-

Hazard Early Warning Conf., Cancun  

24th-26th May 2017: Global Platform 

on Disaster Risk Reduction, Cancun 

23-29th June 2017: Community Based 

Adaptation Conference, Kampala 

29th-30th June 2017: Climate Focal 

Points and Partners Workshop, Kam-

pala, Uganda 

Key Outcomes of UNFCCC 22nd Conference of the Parties (COP22) 

 

The Climate Change Paris Agreement 

came into force on the 4th November 

2016. The Agreement brings 195 na-

tions together to limit global average 

temperature rise to well below 2oC, 

pursuing efforts to limit to 1.5oC. Dis-

cussions at COP22, held in Marrakech 

from 7 -18 November 2016, focused 

on the implementation of the Paris 

Agreement as well as enhancing ambi-

tion and support to address the caus-

es and impacts of climate change. 

During COP22: 

Nationally Determined Contributions 

(NDC) Partnership was launched, 

aiming to provide tools and support to 

countries to achieve their climate tar-

gets. Ireland is currently an observer 

of the Partnership and is considering 

becoming a full member.  

Marrakech Action Proclamation was 

adopted, which reaffirms commit-

ment to implement the Paris Agree-

ment and mobilise USD100 billion 

annually by 2020 to support develop-

ing countries.  

The Marrakech Partnership for Global 

Climate Action was formed, which aims 

to increase government cooperation 

and increase investment in climate 

change from 2017 to 2020.  

The Climate Vulnerable Forum was cre-

ated, comprising 48 countries most vul-

nerable to climate change (including 

Ethiopia, Malawi, Tanzania and Vi-

etnam), who announced they would 

make every effort to convert their ener-

gy systems to 100% renewable by 2050.  

The linkages between the Paris Agree-

ment, the SDGs and the Sendai frame-

work for Disaster Risk Reduction came 

up repeatedly in discussions during 

COP22 with an emerging consensus that 

successful implementation of the Paris 

Agreement is linked with achieving sus-

tainable results in the development and 

disaster risk reduction arena. 

The COP22 theme for 2017 is ‘Africa, 

Climate Adaptation and Agriculture’, 

Irish Aid is preparing a Climate Resilient 

Agriculture for Smallholder Farmers 

Brief to be available by July 2017.  

https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiExcuK963RAhVVOFAKHQVwBIQQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eurovision.net%2Fbroadcast-services-production%2Fops%2Fnews-op_eventxml.php%3Fno%3D35826&psig=AFQjCNHE8LY8AS
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During COP22, Ireland, represented by Minister for Communica-

tions, Climate Action and Environment Mr Naughten, alongside 

fellow EU Member States, signed joint declarations of intent (DOI) 

on renewable energy with Zambia and Mozambique.  The joint 

declarations are part of the African Renewable Energy Initiative 

(AREI), supported by the EU and are designed to reinforce cooper-

ation in the field of renewable energy in Mozambique, and to 

accelerate the supply of, and access to, clean, renewable and sus-

tainable energy services in Zambia. The DOIs indicate that Ireland, 

alongside EU Member States, will coordinate and endeavour to:  

1. Contribute to an improved dialogue with all relevant ac-

tors in the energy sector  

2. Provide technical assistance and technical knowledge 

transfer  

3. Help to identify and bring forward relevant energy projects 

to increase access to clean, renewable and sustainable 

energy sources  

4. Assist in the development of off-grid solutions to comple-

ment or improve rural electrification efforts 

5. Promote the mobilisation of the private sector and civil 

society in the field of energy 

Ireland signs Declaration of Intent with Mozambique and Zambia on Renewable Energy 

Ireland ranked ‘2nd’ among Developed Countries  

for Accountability and Transparency in Climate Finance Reporting 

Ireland has made significant progress 
in delivery of climate finance for de-
veloping countries in recent years. In 
line with the Paris Agreement, Ire-
land, as part of the EU and developed 
countries, is expected to report on 
climate finance spending regularly to 
the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).  

The UNFCCC monitors global climate 
finance flows to assure that commit-
ments made under the convention 
meet the global target of providing 
$100 billion per year in climate fi-

nance to developing countries by 
2020.  

Ireland was recently ranked second in 
compliance with UNFCCC Transpar-
ency Requirements, and first in com-
pleteness of overall project data. 
Overall Ireland ranked 2nd among 
developed countries for accountabil-
ity and transparency in climate fi-
nance reporting, falling just short of 
Germany who ranked 1st.  

The report titled ‘Adaptation Finance 
Transparency Gap Report’, was pub-
lished by ‘Adaptation Watch’ in Octo-
ber 2016, complied by 14 leading 
global institutions that combine 
cutting edge tools on tracking devel-
opment finance with high quality 
research.  

‘Ireland provided a thorough report 
of the ways in which their resources 
were addressing the specific needs 

of beneficiaries.’ - Adaptation 
Watch, 2016 

This highlights Ireland’s continued 

high performance in transparency in 
reporting on Climate Finance. Irish 
Aid will aim to maintain and improve 
upon these standards when inte-
grating climate into our develop-
ment programmes and reporting on 
Ireland’s climate finance. The full 
report can be read by following the 
link below:  

http://www.adaptationwatch.org/
#our-publications 

Minister Naughten, with Belgium’s Minister of Energy 

Ms. Marghem, representing EU Member States, during 

the signing ceremony with Zambia’s Minister of Energy 

Mr Mabumba and Minister of Lands, Natural Resources 

and Environmental Protection, Ms Kapata.  

Ireland is considering ways to promote private sec-

tor climate finance and through the DOIs is com-

mitted to encourage Irish private sector investment 

in renewable energy in Zambia and Mozambique.   

Climate Change and Develop-
ment Learning Platform 

Thanks to those who completed the sur-
vey on improving the Climate Change 
Learning and Development Platform web-
site. Feedback received has been very 
useful, and has informed the re-design of 
the platform. The new design aims to 
make the platform more user friendly, 
with easier access to relevant country 
material and information. Case Studies, 
briefs, and adaptation planning tools will  
assist staff to integrate climate change 
into development programmes. The new 
website should be online in February 
2017.  
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Upcoming work on the Climate Change and De-
velopment Learning Platform: 

1. Uganda Case Study on integrating social pro-
tection with climate resilience in Karamojo 

2. Mozambique case study on climate and social 
protection and the design of a local adaptation 
plan in Mabote district 

3. Ethiopia case study and adaptation monitoring 
capacity building workshop  

4. Tanzania Case Study on climate and gender 
5. Zambia strengthen climate risk management in 

preparation for the new CSP  
6. Malawi case study on energy delivery and so-

cial protection  
7. Climate resilient agriculture for small holder 

farmers brief 
8. Climate and social protection brief 
9. In April data collection for the 2016 Country 

Action Reports 

Feedback 

Your feedback is very welcome 
and the climate team can also 
provide any additional infor-
mation required 

Adrian Fitzgerald 

Climate Change Policy Lead 

Adrian.Fitzgerald@dfa.ie 

+353 61 77 4149 

Ethiopia: Sharing experiences on land restoration and linkages with social protection 

Tracy Kajumba 

Senior Climate Change Advisor 

Tracy.Kajumba@dfat.ie 

+256 417 713414 

Sarah McIvor 

Resilience Advisor 

sarah.mcivor@dfa.ie 

+353 61 77 4040 

In Tigray, Ethiopia, Irish Aid’s climate and livelihood 

programmes, focus on increasing productivity and resil-

ience of small holder farmers. The support is part of the 

larger Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP), the 

social protection programme in Ethiopia. Irish Aid pro-

vides support in Tigray to the International Research 

Centre for Reforestation and Agro Forestry (ICRAF), 

which promotes youth engagement in seed generation 

and enterprise development, while promoting sustaina-

ble natural resource management practices. Farm Afri-

ca, alongside ICRAF, also support on farm irrigation 

technologies, livestock management for poor women 

and apiary. Support to Tigray Agriculture Research Insti-

tute (TARI) tests varieties of both crop and livestock to 

changing weather conditions. An important result 

achieved by the Irish Aid supported programmes, is 

The 11th International Conference on 

Community Based Adaptation (CBA) 

will take place in Kampala, Uganda 

from the 23rd-29th June 2017. The 

theme for the conference is 

‘Harnessing natural resources and eco-

systems for adaptation’  and the pro-

gramme will be designed to enhance 

the capacity of practitioners, govern-

ments and donors to scale up and sup-

port community-based adaptation. 

The Irish Aid Climate Focal Points and 

Partners Meeting will take place on 

the afternoon of the 29th and 30th 

June 2017.   

There will be a number of important 

sessions related to Irish Aid work in-

cluding on climate resilient agriculture 

and disaster risk reduction. The Least 

Develop Countries Expert Group (LEG) 

will host a Regional NAP Expo on Na-

tional Adaptation Plans and main-

that despite drought and other climatic impacts, there was 

increased agriculture production in the region, through sus-

tainable practices such as ecosystem and land restoration, 

small scale irrigation, terracing, the use of improved food crop 

seed varieties, which promoted better nutrition and improved 

incomes. It was also found that the provision of rotational 

livestock (goats) and improved crop varieties by TARI, was 

positive for asset building and protection against climate 

shocks causing crop loss. The approach taken was gender sen-

sitive, ensuring women, especially female headed households, 

as well as the 

youth, benefited 

from pro-

grammes,  

through training 

and access to 

new technolo-

gies.   

‘Irish Aid is the most development oriented partner 

in the region, supporting farmer led approaches 

and influencing policies to take up agriculture in-

novations’ Dr. Girmay, Director, TARI 

streaming climate change at sub-national levels. During the CBA Conference, 

Irish Aid will have an opportunity to share experiences from our KPCs and the 

Climate Change and Development Learning Platform.  As in past years, Missions 

are invited to send a representative and IIED will facilitate two Irish Aid Partners 

from each KPC to attend CBA11. Further information related to the CBA 11, in-

cluding travel and accommodation arrangements, will be circulated in the com-

ing weeks.  

‘There is an improvement in the water table. Whenever we plough 

we find moisture in the soil.’ -GebreMariam Desalegn, a smallholder 

farmer in Tigray noting the benefits from Irish Aid supported pro-

grammes in the region.  

11th Community-Based Adaptation (CBA) Conference: 23-29th June 2017, Uganda 

‘Harnessing Natural Resources and Ecosystems for Adaptation’ 


