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 Climate  

Change &  

Development  
Climate Change and Resilience 

Quarterly Report 

This is the second report of 2017 from the Climate Change and Disaster 

Risk Reduction (DRR) team. This short report provides current climate 

and DRR information for missions and partners as part of the Climate 

Change and Development Learning Platform. We hope to use this space 

to inform on our key themes for 2017:  

- Climate and Social Protection  

- Climate Resilient Agriculture for Small Holder Farming 

The Climate and Development Workshop: Implementing the Paris Agreement 

 

The Climate and Development 
Workshop: Implementing the Paris 
Agreement took place in Irish Aid 
Limerick on the 29th-30th March 
2017, with over 30 participants from 
14 Civil Society organisations and 3 
government departments. The out-
lines of Climate Resilient Agriculture 
for Smallholder Farming Brief and 
the Climate and Social Protection 
Brief were presented and important 
input was provided to guide the con-
tent of the briefs. 
  
It was agreed that two draft briefs 
will be produced and reviewed at 
the ‘Focal Points and Partners’ work-
shop in June 2017 in Kampala fol-
lowing CBA11. Those Irish Aid part-
ners attending this Climate and De-
velopment Workshop are invited to 
attend. 
  
The workshop also captured key in-
puts on gender and climate which 
will inform a future brief. This brief 

will be discussed in the next Cli-
mate and Development Workshop 
which should be held in about a 
year’s time. It was agreed that 
climate vulnerability assessments 
need to integrate gender assess-
ment tools. 
It was also agreed that DCCAE will 
set up a Gender and Climate e-
mail list to facilitate exchange of 
information. 
  
The 2016 Climate Mapping Exer-
cise will get underway in April 
2017 and will include tracking and 
measuring climate change in de-
velopment programmes imple-
mented by Irish Aid’s Key Partner 
Countries and Civil Society part-
ners. 
  
Ruth Wolstenholme, Director of 
SNIFFER gave a very inspiring 
presentation on “Managing cli-
mate risks and adaptation pro-
gress in Scotland” and DCCAE will 

follow-up on this experience to 
identify potential learning oppor-
tunities for Ireland. Presentations 
made by Dóchas, Trocaire, 
DCCAE, IIED, SNIFFER and DFAT 
are available on the Climate 
Change and Development Learn-
ing Platform which has been im-
proved and up-dated to make 
information more accessible and 
will be online 28 April 2017. 

Key Upcoming Events 

8th-18th May 2017: 46th UNFCCC interces-

sional Subsidiary Body for Implementation 

(SBI), Bonn  

   

22nd-23rd May 2017: WHO Multi-Hazard Early 

Warning Conference, Cancun  

 

24th-26th May 2017: Global Platform on Dis-

aster Risk Reduction, Cancun 

 

23-29th June 2017: Community Based Adapta-

tion Conference,  Kampala, Uganda 

 

29th-30th June 2017: Climate Focal Points and 

Partners Workshop, Kampala, Uganda 
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Malawi has been ranked by the World Bank among the 12 most vulnerable countries in the world in two of the six major glob-
al CC threats (drought and floods, with impacts on the agriculture sector). Irish Aid Malawi is contributing to increased capaci-
ty to adapt to the adverse effects of climate change and disasters as well as social economic stresses. The Enhancing Commu-
nity Resilience to Climate Change programme (ECRP) is an integrated programme focusing on building people’s resilience to 
shocks and stresses through disaster risk management, climate smart agriculture, irrigation, agro forestry, village savings and 
loan associations, livestock, post-harvest management and fuel efficient stoves. The ability to respond to climate change im-
pacts has increased, with households taking on at least three of these interventions. 
  
The interventions are linked to social protection and support Government of 
Malawi’s Vulnerability Assessment Committee (MVAC) which ensures that vul-
nerable people are targeted for social protection combined with other available 
support. The humanitarian needs in Malawi are cyclical linked with the El Niño 
effect and increasing annually – currently 2.7 million people need food assis-
tance, up from 63,234 in 2008.  
 
The ECRP has shown that, with additional support and investment, those house-
holds considered as having low/no productive capacity can participate in resili-
ence building activities. Support to strengthen disaster risk reduction and cli-
mate change programmes also link with climate smart agriculture, fuel efficient 
cook stoves, and small scale irrigation adapting to climate change impacts and 
strengthening early warning systems to reduce the risk of disasters. The ECRP 
has been able to increase from 15% to 35% the number of families that are food 
secure for nine months up from 2-3 months. Then ECRP work is informing the 
Government of Malawi’s National Resilience Strategy, which should strengthen 
the linkages between climate change, DRR and humanitarian response.   

Strengthening the nexus between climate change, disasters, humanitarian response and development 

in Irish Aid Malawi programming  

Uganda Embassy becomes first Embassy to go ‘Carbon Neutral’   

Ireland's foreign policy for a sustainable 
world recognises the impact of climate 
change on weather, ecosystems and 
the adverse effects on the poorest peo-
ple in least developed countries.  
Climate Change targets set out in the 
Paris Agreement are global, but the 
actions required to meet them are lo-
cal. The Embassy of Ireland in Kampala 
is engaging in a carbon neutral pro-
gramme to contribute to the Govern-
ment of Uganda's commitments on 
emission reductions. 
The Embassy has assumed a commit-

ment to contribute to projects with veri-
fied social, economic and environmental 
co-benefits, which contribute to the well-
being of communities most vulnerable to 
the impacts of climate change through 
access to clean and renewable energy 
sources, better incomes, reduction in 
environmental degradation among oth-
ers. 
From 2012 - 2014, the Embassy partici-
pated in the Uganda Carbon Bureau's 
(UCB) Carbon Neutral programme. The 
Bureau’s "Going Neutral" service helps 
organisations to measure their carbon 

footprints (which 
is the amount of 
greenhouse gas 
they emit), and 
then supplies ad-
vice on steps to 
reduce this foot-
print by adopting 
energy use reduc-
tion measures, 
improving 
transport efficien-
cy, and the cutting 
down on wasteful 
practices. 

The Embassy then purchased a match-
ing number of carbon credits from a 
local NGO (ECOTRUST) working with 
smallholder tree farmers, and UCB then 
certified the Embassy as being "Carbon 
Neutral". 
Over the two years, the Embassy of 
Ireland paid ECOTRUST $4,305 for 615 
tonnes of carbon credits at $7 per 
tonne to offset the carbon footprint of 
its activities. 
"What this means is that the farmers' 
trees are in effect absorbing and storing 
the carbon dioxide emissions of the 
Irish Embassy in the trees, and are 
thereby reducing the amount of atmos-
pheric carbon," Bill Farmer of Uganda 
Carbon Bureau explains. 
The purchase of matching carbon cred-
its from smallholder tree planting initia-
tives and from users of improved cook 
stoves will directly benefit the house-
holds. These multiple benefits range 
from better tree cover to the financial, 
health and environmental benefits of 
cleaner indoor air, and the more effi-
cient use of wood fuel in addition to 
alternatives such as renewable biomass 
briquettes. 
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Upcoming work on the Climate Change and De-
velopment Learning Platform: 

1. Uganda Case Study on integrating social pro-
tection with climate resilience in Karamoja 

2. Mozambique case study on climate and social 
protection and the design of a local adaptation 
plan in Mabote district 

3. Ethiopia adaptation monitoring capacity build-
ing workshop  

4. Tanzania Case Study on climate and gender 
5. Zambia strengthen climate risk management in 

preparation for the new CSP  
6. Malawi case study on energy delivery and so-

cial protection  
7. Climate resilient agriculture for small holder 

farmers brief 
8. Climate and social protection brief 
9. In April data collection for the 2016 Country 

Action Reports 

Feedback 

Your feedback is very welcome 
and the climate team can also 
provide any additional infor-
mation required 

Adrian Fitzgerald 

Climate Change Policy Lead 

Adrian.Fitzgerald@dfa.ie 

+353 61 77 4149 

The Climate Change and Development Learning Platform—REVAMPED!!! 

Tracy Kajumba 

Senior Climate Change Adviser 

Tracy.Kajumba@dfat.ie 

+256 417 713414 

Sarah McIvor 

Resilience Adviser 

sarah.mcivor@dfa.ie 

+353 61 77 4040 

The Climate Change and Development Learning Platform 

has been re-developed following a survey of users and 

discussions at the last Focal Points and Partners meeting. 

We are nearly there with the revised online Climate Learn-

ing Platform thanks to the hard work of the IIED ICT team 

as well as Sam on the tagging exercise and Sarah who has 

anchored the process. The website will be live from the 28 

April 2017.  

The new site allows ease of access to the shared docu-

ments, reports and case studies. Each Key Partner Country 

The Community Based Adaptation 

(CBA11) conference will be held in Kam-

pala, Uganda, from 26th to 29th of June 

2017. Community-based adaptation 

(CBA) recognizes that the root causes of 

vulnerability and resilience to climate 

impacts should focus on adaptation poli-

cies and actions to support communities 

to take action based on their own deci-

sion-making processes. Actions need not 

be limited to the local level in rural areas; 

indeed CBA can operate at the city or 

even national level. In acknowledgment 

of the reliance of those most vulnerable 

to climate change for their lives and liveli-

hoods on natural resource based sectors, 

such as farming, forests and fisheries, the 

theme for CBA11 will focus on 

'Harnessing Natural Resources and Eco-

systems for Adaptation'. The format will 

include formal plenary and parallel ses-

sions and two high level panels. Many 

interactive ‘out of the box sessions’ will 

be combined with poster sessions to 

share case-studies, exhibits, publications, 

films, photos and more.  

The Least Developed Countries Expert 

Group (LEG) is an official body of the UN 

has it’s own page that the Focal Points can update with 

ease. Also short 300 character blog pieces can very quick-

ly advise us of the latest developments and climate issues 

in each country.  

We would be grateful if you could review the revised 

platform and provide your comments on any tweaks to 

the pages. If any key content is missing or out of date, 

grateful if you could share the documents so we can have 

these files uploaded.  

https://www.climatelearningplatform.org/ 

Climate Action Reports 2016 
Irish Aid’s environment and climate change programmes are implemented throughout our Key Partner Countries 

and through HQ business units (Civil Society, Humanitarian, Multilateral, Policy).  Analysis of these budgets for 

climate relevance is done through an agreed OECD-DAC methodology using the Environment purpose code and 

four Rio Markers; Biodiversity, Desertification, Climate Change Adaptation and Climate Change Mitigation. The 

Mapping of Climate in Ireland’s 2016 development programmes is under way and new Country Climate Action 

Reports should be published in August 2017 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the LEG has agreed to 

hold a regional National Adaptation Plan Expo (NAP Expo) in conjunction with 

CBA11. The LEG is preparing a technical paper on Vulnerable Communities, 

Groups and Ecosystems as mandated by the COP and it is proposed to consult 

the groups and governments attending the regional NAP Expo in Kampala. 

The CBA Conference will take place at Hotel Royal Suites, Kampala and the Irish 

Aid Partners and Focal Points meeting will take place at the same hotel directly 

after the CBA11 Conference, from the afternoon of the 29th June and Friday 

30th June.  Full information on CBA11, NAP Expo, LEG and the Irish Aid meeting 

is available on the Climate Change and Development Learning Platform . 

https://www.climatelearningplatform.org/ 

11th Community-Based Adaptation (CBA) Conference: 23-29th June 2017, Uganda 

‘Harnessing Natural Resources and Ecosystems for Adaptation’ 


