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Background 

Ethiopia has been a partner country of Irish Aid since 1994. Every 

year, Irish Aid works with a variety of partner organisations in 

Ethiopia to deliver on their aid objectives, with a large focus on 

environment and climate change action.  

With over 104 million people, Ethiopia is Africa’s second most 

populous country. Ethiopia is a landlocked country covering 

1,104,300km2 with extreme climatic diversity ranging from 

equatorial rainforest in the south, to desert-like conditions in the 

northeast. Ethiopia also has diverse topography, with regions 

126m below sea level and mountains exceeding 4,500m.  

 

 

 

 

 

Over the last decade, high economic growth and enhanced pro-

poor investments have helped to reduce poverty. However, 

according to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 2016 

country report, Ethiopia’s macroeconomic outturn since 2015/16 

has been adversely affected by severe drought and the weak 

global economic environment. The Notre Dame Global 

Adaptation Initiative (ND-GAIN) Index ranks Ethiopia as the 21st 

most vulnerable and 31st least ready to adapt to climate change, 

of the countries it covered for 2016. Further details on Ethiopia’s 

climate change risks can be found in the ‘Ethiopia Country 

Climate Risk Assessment Report’.  

Ethiopia has a vision to become a middle-income country by 

2025 and is implementing its Climate Resilient Green Economy 

(CRGE) Strategy to underpin this ambition and to strengthen its 

capacity to adapt to the effects of climate change. Reducing 

vulnerability to climate risks and increasing adaptive capacity will 

be crucial for Ethiopia as climate related disasters increase.1234 

 
                                                           
1 World Bank (2018): ‘Ethiopia’ [online] available to access via: <https://data.worldbank.org/country/Ethiopia>  
2 World Bank (2018): ‘GNI per Capita, Atlas method (current US$)’ [online] available to access via: <https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.CD?locations=ET> 
3 UNPD (no date): ‘Human Development Reports: Ethiopia’ [online] available to access via: <http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/ETH>  
4 Germanwatch (2017): ‘Global Climate risk Index 2017’ [online] available to access via: <https://germanwatch.org/en/download/16411.pdf>    

2017 GNI per capita 2

2017 Climate Risk Index rank 4

2016 Human Development Index rank 3

2017 Population 1

https://www.climatelearningplatform.org/sites/default/files/resources/ethiopia_country_climate_risk_assessment_report_-final.pdf
https://www.climatelearningplatform.org/sites/default/files/resources/ethiopia_country_climate_risk_assessment_report_-final.pdf
https://data.worldbank.org/country/Ethiopia
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.CD?locations=ET
http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/ETH
https://germanwatch.org/en/download/16411.pdf
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Climate Finance 

In 2017, Ireland provided a total of €14,100,000 to Ethiopia in climate finance through its bilateral 

aid program. In addition, Ireland provided €1,913,366 in climate finance to projects in Ethiopia 

through its civil society program. Further information on the programs that Irish Aid fund in 

Ethiopia can be found here.  Projects funded directly by Irish Aid under the bilateral aid program 

include the Productive Safety Net Programme, adoptive research on agriculture technology, climate 

resilience building, integrated watershed management and climate smart agriculture. Civil society 

partners Action Aid, Concern, GOAL, Gorta Selfhelp Africa and Vita are helping to build resilience to 

climate change through a wide range of projects. These include implementing drought response 

programs, strengthening disaster risk management, and developing climate smart and resilient 

agriculture.  

 

Ireland also provided €1,550,000 to Ethiopia for Disaster Risk Reduction in Ethiopia through its 

bilateral aid program. Please note that Climate Finance and Disaster Risk Reduction amounts should 

not be aggregated as some disbursements have multiple co-benefits. 

 

The OECD Development Assistance Committee has agreed definitions for reporting environmental 

expenditures. Rio Markers enable the consistent measuring and monitoring of climate finance 

provided to developing nations. Activities are marked as ‘principle’, ‘significant’, or ‘not relevant’,  

 

 An activity can be marked as principal when the objective (climate change mitigation or 
adaptation) is explicitly stated as fundamental in the design of, or the motivation for, the 
activity. Promoting the objective will thus be stated in the activity documentation as one of the 
principal reasons for undertaking it. In other words, the activity would not have been funded (or 
designed that way) but for that objective.  

 An activity can be marked as significant when the objective (climate change mitigation or 
adaptation) is explicitly stated but it is not the fundamental driver or motivation for undertaking 
it. Instead, the activity has other prime objectives but it has been formulated or adjusted to 
help meet the relevant climate concerns.  

 The score “0” means that the activity was examined but found not to target the objective 
(climate change mitigation or adaptation) in any significant way. For activities that have not 
been assessed, the marker field should be left empty. This ensures that there is no confusion 
between activities that do not target the objective (score = “0”), and activities for which the 
answer is not known (score = “null”). This important distinction has implications for statistical 
presentations of Rio marker data.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.irishaid.ie/what-we-do/countries-where-we-work/our-partner-countries/ethiopia/
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Bilateral Climate Finance Trends 

In 2017, Ireland provided 0.006% (€78,725) less climate finance to Ethiopia through its bilateral 

program compared to the previous year (2016). The majority of the climate finance provided to 

Ethiopia by Irish Aid is for adaptation.  While climate finance for adaptation in Ethiopia increased by 

0.05% (€656,000) from 2016 to 2017, mitigation decreased by 0.8% (€734,725). In 2017, Irish Aid 

only supported one programme with a climate mitigation focus, which is a reduction from the four 

climate mitigation projects funded in 2016.  

 
Bilateral (€) Civil Society Program (€) 

Climate Finance Adaptation (UNFCCC) 13,900,000 1,835,600 

Climate Finance Mitigation UNFCCC) 200,000 20,000 

Climate Finance Cross-cutting (UNFCCC) NA 57,765 

Total Climate Finance 14,100,000 1,913,366 

 

88%

12%

Bilateral Civil Society Program

Table 1: Breakdown of the climate finance provided to Ethiopia by Ireland in 2017 (including the bilateral program and the 

civil society program).  

2017 Total Climate Finance

Figure 1: Contributions from the bilateral program and the 

civil Society program towards the overall 2017 climate 

finance total (€16,013,366) from Ireland to Ethiopia. 
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Figure 2: Total climate finance provided to Ethiopia from Ireland’s bilateral program over the past 5 years (2013-2017) 

Figure 3: Cross-cutting, mitigation, and adaptation climate finance provided to Ethiopia from Ireland’s bilateral program 

over the past 4 years (2014-2017). Please note: mitigation spend represents projects where the mitigation marker is 

higher than the adaptation marker, adaptation spend represents projects where the adaptation marker is higher than the 

mitigation marker, and cross-cutting represents projects where the markers for adaption and mitigation are the same.  

Total bilateral climate finance has fluctuated since 2013; however there has been a general decreasing trend 

(Figure 2). Notably, 2017 had the lowest contribution to climate mitigation over the last four years (Figure 3).  
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Case Study  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP)  

The PSNP was established in 2005 by the Ethiopian government with the aim to provide rural and 

poor families with long-term resilience to food shortages. With the support of development 

partners, this program helps around 8 million households every year to resist shocks, create 

assess and become food self-sufficient. Irish aid plays an important role is this program by 

supporting various projects in Tigray.   

Tigray is a state located in the North of Ethiopia, where over 52% of the population live below the 

poverty line. Local communities depend largely on agriculture for food provision and income; 

however drought and other climatic impacts are increasingly disrupting food security and 

people’s livelihoods.  

Through the PSNP, Irish Aid has been supporting small-holder farmers in Tigray. The use of 

sustainable agriculture practices such as ecosystem restoration, small-scale irrigation, improved 

crop seed varieties and weather information, has resulted in an increase in agricultural 

production in the region. This has led to better nutrition and improved household incomes for 

local residents.   

The PSNP public work impact evaluations 2017 shows that notable amount of community assets 

have been created and benefited PSNP and non PSNP households. To establish proper linkages 

between the public works and livelihoods, a guidance note to strengthen the linkage for the 

front-line implementers has been developed. The programme has been able to strengthen 

linkages between humanitarian, PSNP, nutrition, Gender mainstreaming, integrated environment 

and climate related interventions.  

 

 

 

 

 

Total climate finance provided to the PSNP from Irish Aid in 2017

 


