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SMG Submission 

Multi Annual Funding Framework for International Partnerships on Climate Change 

Purpose  

1. This submission seeks approval from DCD Senior Management Group (SMG) to enter into 

discussion with six international climate change partners with a view to agreeing multi annual 

funding frameworks within an overall indicative budget envelope of €11.55 million over three 

years.  Additional approval is sought for technical support on climate change and 

development, totalling €0.45m over three years. Partnership grants for 2016 for all six 

partners are included in the 2016 IDC allocation under the DCD Policy Unit.   

Context  

2. Climate change impacts on Ireland’s development cooperation objectives in a number of 

ways.  The economic base of the countries and communities supported by Irish Aid is largely 

subsistence agriculture.  Populations depend on their fragile natural environment for their 

water, food and fuel, grazing for livestock, building materials and medicines. Soil depletion, 

water scarcity and deforestation are contributing to food insecurity.  Competition for scarce 

arable land is increasing and is further compounded by population growth.  Women and girls 

are particularly affected and increased stress on water and land increases time and labour 

demands and exposes them to violence and insecurity.  Climate change is further exacerbating 

social, economic and environmental stresses by deepening and prolonging droughts and 

accentuating temperature extremes.  Rising sea levels cause salt water intrusion and coastal 

erosion. In urban areas, the impacts are no less acute with flooding, drainage, poor sanitation, 

lack of access to potable water, high temperatures, compounded by overcrowding and 

pollution, adding to the pressures of urbanisation.   

 

3. The International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Fifth Assessment Report1 notes that climate 

change will have major impacts on water availability and supply, food security, infrastructure 

and agricultural incomes, including shifts in where food and non-food crops are produced 

around the world. Climate change impacts are projected to slow down economic growth, 

further erode food security, deepen existing poverty and create new poverty traps, the latter 

particularly in urban areas and emerging hotspots. Trade, security and cross border relations 

will be important for understanding the risks of climate change at regional level. Climate 

change is projected to increase displacement of people.  Populations that lack resources for 

planned migration experience higher exposure to extreme weather events, particularly in 

developing countries with low income levels. Climate change may indirectly increase risks of 

violent conflicts by amplifying well-documented drivers of conflict. 

 

4. Ireland's International Development Policy, One World, One Future (OWOF) includes “climate 

change and development” as one of its seven priority areas of action.  Eight commitments are 

set out in OWOF to integrate climate change into Irish Aid policy and programmes in a way 

that builds resilience at individual, community and national level.    

 

                                                           
1 IPCC Fifth Assessment report; 2014 
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5. Ireland’s Foreign Policy Review ‘The Global Island’ recognises the impacts of climate change 

on weather and ecosystems and its adverse effects particularly on the poorest people in least 

developed countries. In particular, it acknowledges that climate change is a global 

environmental, development and security challenge, exacerbating tensions over land, water, 

food and energy prices, creating migratory pressures, threatening food and nutrition security 

and undermining public health.   

 

6. 2015 was a pivotal year for global policy frameworks to address development challenges. 

Three parallel ‘tracks’ on climate change, disasters, and development are of particular 

significance in shaping international action to 2030. Eight of Ireland’s Key Partner Countries 

(KPCs) are members of the Least Developed Countries (LDC) group and work as a bloc when 

engaging in the Climate Change agenda under UNFCCC, and in critical international 

negotiations including Agenda 2030 and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.    

 

7. UN Member States agreed the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development with a set of 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in September. Environmental sustainability cuts across 

all the SDGs and Goal 13 is specifically focused on addressing climate change.  

 

8. The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 was adopted at the Third UN 

World Conference in Sendai, Japan, on March 18, 2015.  The Framework, to which Ireland is a 

signatory, places a strong emphasis on preventing new risk, reducing existing risk and 

strengthening resilience.  A set of guiding principles includes primary responsibility of states 

to prevent and reduce disaster risk. The framework considers all risks – financial, natural, 

conflict, technological, epidemics, etc – and their inter-linkages in a comprehensive manner.   

 

9. The first legally binding Climate Change deal, the Paris Agreement, was agreed at COP21 in 

December 2015. The Agreement sets the stage for countries to reduce emissions and to adopt 

low carbon development pathways. It includes a global goal on adaptation with a view to 

contributing to sustainable development. In advance of the Paris conference, all Parties, 

including all Irish Aid key partner countries (KPCs) submitted Intended Nationally Determined 

Contributions (INDCs) setting out national ambition.  These were of varying quality but all 

recognised the importance of climate change to sustainable economic growth and 

development and many called for external assistance for adaptation.   

 

10. Within the Paris Agreement, provision is made for developing countries, in particular LDCs, to 

access supports (finance, technology and capacity building) and adequately plan and resource 

their National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) and their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).    

Communications on National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) and Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs) are to be submitted by least developed countries every five years, with 

the intention of steadily increasing ambition.   In Irish Aid KPCs, weak data and planning 

systems contribute to a lack of adaptation planning and unrealistic NDCs. In many cases where 

plans exist at the national level they are not linked to the local level and few resources reach 

communities to address their local adaptation needs. Technologies for climate resilience in 

areas such as energy, agricultural production and transport are not yet at scale or affordable. 

 

11. The Paris Agreement requires developed countries to provide financial resources to assist 

developing countries to mitigate and adapt to climate change. The commitment is to reach a 

floor of US$100 billion per year by 2020.  A 2015 report by the OECD and Climate Policy 
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Initiative estimated public and private finance of US$62 billion was mobilised in 2014, up from 

US$52 billion in 2013.   Ireland has reported €34m/year in climate finance for recent years.  

This figure represents climate relevant grants through the Irish Aid programme, mainly for 

adaptation in KPCs.   Ireland’s share of the $100bn target is not yet clear.    

 

12. Least developed countries feel that international climate finance is poorly accounted for, 

there is no transparent roadmap towards meeting the $100bn commitment and they are not 

accessing significant additional funds.   

 

13. A Cabinet Committee on Economic Infrastructure and Climate Change (CCEICC), supported by 

a Senior Officials Group (SOG), brings together all relevant Irish Government Departments in 

a Whole of Government Approach.  In December 2015, Dáil Eireann approved a Climate Action 

and Low Carbon Development Bill. Ireland’s precise obligations under the Paris Agreement 

are currently being negotiated.  Of most interest across government is Ireland’s contribution 

to an EU target of an “at least 40% reduction in domestic greenhouse gas emissions compared 

to 1990” agreed by the European Council in October 2014.  

 

14. A Climate Change Context and Background paper is available with more detail on the policy 

context for this submission.   

 
Rationale for engagement with international climate change partners  

15. Irish Aid’s investment in climate change is aimed at ensuring that developing countries, 

especially Key Partner Countries, can develop in a way that is resource-efficient, climate 

resilient (protecting themselves from the risks of climate change) and seeking low carbon 

development pathways.   

 

16. Climate adaptation measures may have limited success when taken in isolation.  The challenge 

is for development programmes to align with effective national policies and plans informed 

by the global framework in order to reach significant scale and impact.  

 

17. International partnerships on climate change play a key role in supporting KPCs to improve 
the linkages between local experience and national planning processes, to inform global 
processes and to improve LDC access to international climate finance. Drawing on the context 
set out above, it is proposed to fund international partnerships to support Irish Aid’s 
engagement on climate change in LDCs with the following objectives:  

 
I. To contribute to KPCs increased access to, influence over, and ability to benefit from, 

international frameworks through support to LDC negotiators;  

II. To develop mutual links between international policy frameworks, climate finance 

mechanisms, national plans and local level experience through structured learning, 

documentation of pilots and support for national adaptation planning processes;  

III. To integrate climate change and disaster risk reduction into Irish Aid CSPs and other 

development programmes through building capacity in DFAT and partners in KPCs to 

understand, monitor and manage climate risk and the impact of natural disasters.  

 

18. A combination of partnerships is needed for Irish Aid to achieve these objectives.  NGOs and 

think tanks are well positioned to capture learning and to build capacity in DFAT and partners.  

UNFCCC mechanisms allow entry points into global climate change processes.  Specific UN 
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bodies are mandated to build national capacity and monitor adherence to global agreements.  

At country level, national governments and local authorities are responsible for legislation, 

regulation and implementation of policies and programmes.   

 

19. A multi-annual funding framework is proposed, comprising these three types of partner – 

research institute, UNFCCC mechanisms and UN agencies.  These complement partnerships 

established through other DCD business units.   

 

Engagement to date with international climate change partners 
 

20. In assessing the relevance of potential partners to Irish Aid’s policy priorities and their capacity 

to contribute to achieving our three objectives above, a stocktaking exercise was carried out 

early in 2016. Structured discussions were held with climate change focal points in Missions 

and with technical specialists from a number of government departments (DFAT, DECLG, 

DAFM).  Eight partners previously supported by Irish Aid highlighted in the table below were 

reviewed as part of the stocktake.  Of those, six partners (IIED, WRI, LEG, LDCF, MRF-CJ, 

UNISDR) were invited to present written submissions that identified results achieved to date, 

lessons learned, their understanding of the current climate change and development context 

including the SDGs and Paris Agreement, and their alignment to OWOF priority areas of action. 

A desk review was undertaken for the remaining two partners (IUCN, WMO). An International 

Partnerships on Climate Change Stocktake report is available together with individual partner 

profiles. 

 

Table 1: Summary of International Climate Change Partners funded by Irish Aid to date  

Partner  2016 IDC Total funding 
to date 

Summary of results to date  

Least Developed 
Countries Fund 
LDCF 

€1,000,000 US$16.5m Long term partner of Irish Aid. 25 donors.  
Irish Aid’s contribution is about 0.4% of the 
fund. The LDCF assisted 50 countries to 
complete and implement their National 
Adaptation Plans of Action (NAPA) and to 
start the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 
process 

Mary Robinson 
Foundation 
MRFJC 

€150,000 €330,000 Partner since being established in 2010; 
Advocacy on climate justice and human 
rights and raising the gender dimensions of 
climate change in the UNFCCC and 
addressing human mobility in the context of 
climate change 

International 
Institute for 
Environment 
and 
Development 
IIED 

€1,100,000 €9.2m Partner since 2005, annual budget approx 
€20m, Irish Aid approx 5%, jointly built the 
Climate and Development Learning 
Platform, support for the LDC Group to the 
completion of the Paris Agreement and 
disseminated knowledge of Community 
Based Adaptation to hundreds of groups 
and NGOs. 
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World 
Resources 
Institute WRI 

€600,000 €1.8m Partner since 2005, annual budget approx 
$85m, Irish Aid approx 0.5%, an analysis of 
the final Paris Agreement showed that 80% 
of its contents aligned with the draft 
agreement language WRI had proposed and 
prepared with LDCs and SIDS. Adaptation 
Finance Accountability Initiative (AFAI), 
prepared reports for Uganda and Zambia to 
track adaptation finance down to district 
level. 

Least Developed 
Countries Expert 
Group LEG 

€500,000 €780,000 Partner since 2004, 51 LDCs supported to 
design National Adaptation Plans of Action 
(NAPAs) and the development of guidance 
and support for the design of National 
Adaptation Plans (NAPs) 

United Nations 
International 
Strategy for 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction 
(UNISDR) 

€300,000 €1.5 m Partner since 2011, builds national capacity 
to reduce risk of impact from adverse 
weather events and other climate related 
natural disasters and the development of 
early warning data systems 
 

International 
Union for the 
Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) 

0 €150k Partner from 2009 to 2014. Built national 
capacity in environmental impact 
assessments and environment 
mainstreaming. Training provided for DFAT 
staff and partners in several key partner 
countries. 

World 
Meteorological 
Organisation 

0 €400k Partner since 2013. Successfully fostered 
cooperation between the national 
meteorological and hydrological services 
(NMHS) of Ethiopia. 

 

Box 1: Summary of key results from International Climate Change Partners 

 Greater representation and participation of LDC negotiators in the UNFCCC contributed towards 
reaching an inclusive agreement in Paris.  Support for LDC negotiators was provided by three of 
Irish Aid’s partners working in synergy: IIED, WRI and MRF-CJ. 

 Development of the Local Adaptation Planning (LAP) framework was supported by IIED in 
Mozambique and is now endorsed at Cabinet level. LAPs are now being rolled out across a third 
of districts and a significant number of municipal authorities. 

 In Ethiopia the Tracking Adaptation Measuring Development framework developed by IIED has 
been used to assist the Ministry of Agriculture to strengthen and assess the roll-out of the 
government’s Climate Resilient Green Economy (CRGE) fast track initiative across 20 woredas. 

 WRI provided in-country technical assistance to develop, draft, and communicate Uganda’s and 
Ethiopia’s INDCs in advance of COP21. 

 The Climate and Development Learning Platform jointly managed with IIED was established with 
400 registered members and 490 documents to allow collation of learning from local partners 
and KPCs; country climate action reports; DFAT quarterly climate change reports; workshops, 
field visits, documentation and publication of longitudinal case studies from 5 KPCs; briefings and 
guidance notes.  An annual Community Based Adaptation conference provides exposure for staff 
and partners to best practice in local level adaptation. 
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Lessons learned from engagement to date 

21. A lesson learning process emerged from the stocktake and the following observations 
informed this submission: 

 Early, strategic engagement with Finance Ministries was key to delivering strong INDCs in 
KPCs; 

 Innovative support to the LDC Group increased their coherence and effectiveness in the 
climate negotiations. Capacity building of LDCs and in-depth research on issues important 
to LDCs are long-term investments; 

 Opportunities for meaningful engagement of private sector, local authorities and others 
in planning have improved, but remain limited in LDCs;  

 The ability of countries to effectively reduce their vulnerability in the face of climate 
change is directly contingent on their ability to continuously access and utilize data on 
impacts, vulnerability and adaptation. These data are very limited; 

 Women have not been equal participants in the design, planning and implementation of 
climate action and even with concerted efforts in the UNFCCC increases in women’s 
participation are still slow; 

 Environmental NGOs need budget expertise to track adaptation finance to the local level; 
 Access to local climate finance with participatory processes for prioritisation can lead to 

better local planning and improved outcomes for climate adaptation and mitigation; 

 There is a tendency to only recognize project-driven adaptation activities.  Integrating 
climate risk management into planning systems remains a major challenge; 

 The NAPs and the NDCs required under the Paris Agreement are key instruments for 
integrating climate change into national development programmes.   National plans are 
often not implemented but are the only entry point to link planning and programming to 
local level.   

 

Proposed engagement through international partnerships on climate change  

22. Drawing on Irish Aid Grant Management Standards a set of criteria was used for the selection 

of international partners on climate change.  These were: relevance to Irish Aid policy 

priorities and potential to contribute to the achievement of Irish Aid’s three objectives 

outlined above; familiarity with UNFCCC processes; credibility with LDC (particularly KPC) 

governments; country level engagement in LDCs; technical expertise; the ability to meet high 

standards of compliance and financial stewardship and grant management burden for DFAT.     

 

23. These partner selection criteria were applied and the results are summarised in the table 

below.  As a result of this process, it is proposed to continue to fund six of the eight current 

international partnerships on climate change - three UN bodies (UNISDR, LEG and LDCF), two 

research institutions (WRI, IIED) and a Foundation (MRF-CJ).  While all partners operate 

globally, UNISDR, IIED and WRI also engage at a national and local level. IUCN scored low on 

relevance to the framework objectives and on the management burden.  WMO is relevant to 

the objectives but is management intensive and some of the work on meteorological 

information is included in the proposed partnership with the UNISDR.   

 

24. Areas of particular relevance within each partner’s overall strategy were identified and are set 

out below.  These will form the basis for detailed discussions with each partner in the design 
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stage of the Grant Management System process (Stage 2).  These prioritised actions form the 

basis of the draft Results Framework in Annex 1.   

 

25. A grant of €1.5m is proposed for the Least Developed Countries Expert Group (LEG).  Jointly 

with LDCs, LEG will support LDC governments to identify good adaptation options, 

development of high standard NAPs well aligned to sectoral policies, scaled-up funding under 

the Convention, readiness to access the GCF and the LDCF. The LEG will strengthen South-

South collaboration and two flagship modalities; an annual meeting on adaptation planning 

(NAP Expo) and a web portal, NAP Central.   Ireland will continue as a LEG Member. 

 

26. An contribution to the Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF) is included in the Programme 

for Government. A grant of €3.3m is proposed over three years.  Vulnerable developing 

countries will receive support through the LDCF to address adaptation needs through the 

design and implementation of NAPs.  Complementarity and coherence will be promoted with 

the Green Climate Fund.  Ireland is one of a number of donors who agreed at COP21 to provide 

additional funding totalling US$275 million to the LDCF.  Should resources become available 

in the future, consideration will be given to increasing our contribution to LDCF in line with 

the Programme for Government.   

 

27. A grant of €1.5m is proposed for the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction 

(UNISDR). UNISDR will ensure that disaster and climate risk information is available for 

planning adaptation and disaster risk reduction in LDCs.  UNISDR will ensure that Irish Aid KPCs 

are included in their Climate Risk Early Warning System to build effective and efficient early 

warning systems. KPCs will also be engaged in Global and Regional Platforms on Disaster Risk 

Reduction to share experience, learn from innovation, and improve DRR planning. 

 

28. A grant of €3.3m is proposed for the International Institute for Environment and 

Development (IIED).  IIED will support LDCs to strengthen LDC climate diplomacy improve 

Nationally Determined Contributions in UNFCCC processes.  At country level, IIED will support 

governments to scale up local adaptation planning and share learning through an annual 

Community Based Adaptation conference.   IIED will support generation of evidence, and will 

advocate, together with other partners (MRF-CJ, WRI) for enhanced LDC access to climate 

finance.  IIED co-hosts a Climate Change and Development Learning Platform with DFAT to 

document local Irish Aid programmes and inform Ireland’s international dialogue and 

programme development.  IIED will continue longitudinal research programmes developed in 

collaboration with Inclusive Economic Growth team and relevant Missions.  These include 

adaptation in household energy, agriculture and linkages between social protection and 

climate resilience.  There is potential for further expanding this partnership should additional 

resources become available. 

 

29. A grant of €1.8m is proposed for the World Resources Institute (WRI).  WRI will continue to 

build capacity in civil society to track adaptation financing at country level and to improve 

financial analysis of adaptation in national budgets. Priority will be given to ensuring that NDCs 

are realistic and feasible to implement in LDCs. WRI will conduct a case study analysis of the 

key building blocks to support integrated implementation of the SDGs and NDCs, with a 

particular focus on policy and institutional coherence.  
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30. A grant of €450,000 is proposed for the Mary Robinson Foundation – Climate Justice (MRF-

CJ) to promote people centred approaches to climate and development policy formulation, 

prioritising gender and human rights. MRF-CJ will pursue the establishment of an Office, 

Commission, or equivalent, on Future Generations, at UN level to balance the needs and rights 

of current and future generations.  Work will continue to increase understanding of, and 

protect, the rights of people forced into displacement due to climate change.   

 

31. An annual budget of €100,000 has been sanctioned for a Senior Climate and Development 

Advisor to support key partner countries to integrate climate change and climate risk 

management into country programmes. A suitably qualified senior advisor has been 

appointed and is located in the Mission in Kampala.  External services on climate finance will 

be engaged to support tracking climate related expenditures across Irish Aid programmes and 

compilation of data required for international reporting.  

 

32. Should resources become available during the planning period, a budget of €100k per year 

will be considered to allow the policy unit to support relevant research or to respond to key 

partner countries occasional requests in a responsive way.     
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Partners / 
Selection Criteria 

LDCF LEG UNISDR IIED WRI MRF-CJ WMO IUCN 

Relevant OWOF 
policy priorities 

Goal 1  
Priority 3 

Goal 1 
Priority 3 

Goal 1 
Priorities 3 and 7 

Goals 1 and 2  
Priorities 1 and 3 

Goals 2 and 3 
Priorities 3 and 6 

Goal 3  
Priorities 3 and 6 

Goal 1  
Priority 3 

Priority 3 

Contributes to one 
or more of the 
three objectives  

will contribute 
primarily to 
objectives 1 & 2 

primarily 
contribute to 
objectives 1 & 2 

contribute primarily 
to objectives 2 & 3 

contribute to all 3 
objectives 

contribute to all 3 
objectives 

contribute primarily to 
objective 1 

Does not 
contribute to 
objectives 

Does not 
contribute to 
objectives 

Familiarity with 
UNFCCC processes 

Finance 
Mechanism of 
UNFCCC 

Expert group for 
LDCs under 
UNFCCC 

Observer Support to LDCs in 
UNFCCC 

Advocacy in 
UNFCCC 

Promotes  Gender in 
UNFCCC and UN 
Special Envoy on 
Climate 

Observer Observer 

Technical expertise Ring-fenced 
fund for NAPs 
for LDCs 

Expert Group 
for LDCs 

Global Leader on DRR Lead global think 
tank on Climate 
and Development 

Lead global think 
tank on natural 
resources and 
Climate  

Expertise on Climate, 
Gender, Human Rights 
and Justice  

Global Leader 
on 
Meteorological 
services 

Global Leader 
on Wildlife 
conservation 

Credibility with 
LDC (particularly 
KPC) governments 

High credibility 
with LDCs 

High credibility 
with LDCs  

KPCs are included in 
Climate Risk Early 
Warning System  

High level of 
confidence as 
advisors to the LDC 
group in UNFCCC 

Works closely 
with LDCs 

High level of credibility 
with LDCs in Justice 
function and special 
envoy roles  

Some support 
to LDCs 

Wildlife 
projects in 
LDCs 

Country level 
engagement in 
LDCs 

Focus is on LDCs Focus is on LDCs Regional 
programmes 
including  LDCs 

Active in 6 KPCs 
and many other 
LDCs 

Active in 2 KPCs 
and many other 
LDCs 

Some engagement in 
LDCs 

Programme in 
Ethiopia 

Projects in 
LDCs with 
large wildlife 
programmes 

Ability to meet 
high standards of 
compliance and 
financial 
stewardship 

High standard 
of financial 
stewardship. 
Administered by 
the WB 

High standard 
of financial 
stewardship. 
Administered 
under UNFCCC 
Secretariat 

High standard of 
financial 
stewardship. 
Addressed previous 
Programme Planning 
Recommendations 

High standard of 
financial 
stewardship. 
OCATs conducted 
by Sweden and 
DfID available 

High standard of 
financial 
stewardship 

Good financial 
stewardship, DFAT 
OCAT completed and 
all recommendations 
implemented 

High standard 
of financial 
stewardship. 

High standard 
of financial 
stewardship. 

Grant 
Management 
burden on DFAT  
 

Little grant 
management 
burden 

Little grant 
management 
burden 

UN system can be 
burdensome but 
requires clearly 
defined DFAT 
parameters for 
engagement   

IIED contribute to 
reducing DFAT 
management 
burden 

DFAT priorities  
for engagement 
have to be clearly 
defined   

Standard grant 
management burden 

Required 
significant grant 
management 

Required 
repeated 
grant 
extensions 
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Resource implications  

33. A three year funding framework is proposed with a total anticipated budget of €12m as set 

out below.  The partnerships will be managed by the climate change lead in Policy Unit with 

support from the senior climate adviser in Kampala.   

 
International Climate Change Partnerships Indicative Budget in €million 

  2016 2017 2018 Total 

IIED 1,100 1,100 1,100 3,300 

LEG 500 500 500 1,500 

LDCF 1,000 1,000 1,000 3,000 

WRI 600 600 600 1,800 

UNISDR 500 500 500 1,500 

MRF-CJ 150 150 150 450 

Senior Climate and Development Advisor 100 100 100 300 

Technical Assistance -Climate Finance mapping 50 50 50 150 

Total 4,000 4,000 4,000 12,000 

 

Risk management 

34. A number of financial, operational and reputational risks have been identified and mitigation 
measures proposed as set out in Annex 2.  Financial risk will be managed through active 
engagement with partners and adherence to procedures agreed in the Grant Management 
System. The analysis of risk will be regularly reviewed to reflect the changing context 
internationally and the political, social and economic environment in key partner countries.  
 

Next steps  

35. Pending approval from SMG, it is proposed to enter into discussion with the six identified 
partners, following steps 2-4 (design, appraisal, approval) of the Grant Management System.  
Relevant government Departments, Missions, Policy Teams and business units will be involved 
in the appraisal of proposals or organisational strategies developed with partners and will be 
involved in the agreement of budgets and workplans, as appropriate.  Appraisal criteria, as 
per the DCD Grant Management System, will include strategy and policy, partnership, 
capacity-building, targeting, results reporting, accountability, transparency and public 
engagement. 
 

36. If the work of each of the partners is successfully appraised it is proposed to develop a multi-

annual MoU with each partner.  For WRI, IIED, MRF-CJ, these will be supported by relevant 

results frameworks, annual workplan and budget.  Following new DFAT grant management 

system procedures, grants will be awarded on an annual basis subject to a satisfactory review 

of results and the presentation of annual work-plans and budgets.  For LDCF as a pooled fund, 

where tailored proposals are not possible, agreements will be signed based on standard 

international arrangements for funding the Global Environment Facility of the World Bank.  

For LEG, the agreement will be with the UNFCCC secretariat, based on standard procedures 

under the Convention.  For UNISDR, the agreement will be based on a biennial work 

programme with funding earmarked to the climate change component.  MoUs and grant 



 

11 
 

payments will be approved by the Head of Policy Unit or, when appropriate, elevated to DG 

for approval. 

 

37. Performance will be assessed on an individual grant basis.  Individual partner results will be 

combined to feed into a consolidated results framework to monitor overall performance of 

this funding framework.  The consolidated results framework will be based on OWOF 

Framework for Action performance standards. 

 

38. The partnership portfolio will be reviewed after 2.5 years to assess the extent to which overall 

progress towards the achievement of Irish Aid’s objectives is being achieved and whether any 

significant changes are required to partners or activities. Review of progress on climate 

change will feed into any eventual review of progress on implementation of the Framework 

for Action.  

Supporting Documentation  

39. This submission summarises a robust process of reflection, strategic thinking and planning by 
the resilience policy team in close collaboration with the climate change focal points across 
DCD and in Missions.  Supporting documentation is available with more information on each 
step, including a Climate Change Context and Background paper, Partnership Stocktake report 
and individual Partnership profiles.  A draft consolidated results framework and risk matrix 
are attached in Annex.   

 
 
DCD Policy Unit 
July 2016 


