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Background 

Mozambique is on the south-east coast of Africa and covers a 

territorial area of 799,380km2 and has a population of 

approximately 28 million. It has a tropical to subtropical climate, 

with some semi-arid regions in the southwest of the country. 

The east consists of lowlands while the west is more 

mountainous.  Mozambique is one of Africa’s most vulnerable 

countries to climate change. The Notre Dame Global Adaptation 

Initiative (ND-GAIN) Index1 ranks Mozambique as the 36th most 

vulnerable and 23rd least ready to adapt to climate change, of 

the countries it covered for 2016. It is exposed to a number of 

extreme weather events including droughts, floods and tropical 

cyclones. Mozambique has a long coastline of about 2700 km, 

with more than 60% of its population living in coastal areas, 

exposing large numbers of people to sea-level rise and climate 

extremes.2345 Further details on Mozambique’s climate change 

risks can be found in the ‘Mozambique Country Climate risk 

Assessment Report’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mozambique’s vulnerability is to a large extent due to its 

dependence on agriculture, which contributes about 25% of its 

GDP and employs 80% of its labour force. Most of the country’s 

agricultural production is done by small-scale subsistence 

farmers and 95% of food production is rain-fed and highly 

dependent on natural resources that may be decreased or 

degraded due to climate change. Destruction to crops from 

extreme weather and falls in agricultural productivity and 

drought threaten the health and economic stability of many 

Mozambicans. 

                                                           
1 Notre Dame Global Adaptation Initiative (2016): (online) available to access via https://gain.nd.edu/our-work/country-index/  
2 World Bank (2018): ‘Mozambique’ [online] available to access via: <https://data.worldbank.org/country/Mozambique> 
3 World Bank (2018): ‘GNI per Capita, Atlas method (current US$)’ [online] available to access via: <https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.CD?locations=MZ>    
4 UNPD (no date): ‘Human Development Reports: Mozambique’ [online] available to access via: <http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/MOZ>   
5 Germanwatch (2017): ‘Global Climate risk Index 2017’ [online] available to access via: <https://germanwatch.org/en/download/16411.pdf>    
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https://www.climatelearningplatform.org/sites/default/files/resources/mozambique_country_climate_risk_assessment_report_-_final.pdf
https://www.climatelearningplatform.org/sites/default/files/resources/mozambique_country_climate_risk_assessment_report_-_final.pdf
https://gain.nd.edu/our-work/country-index/
https://data.worldbank.org/country/Mozambique
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.CD?locations=MZ
http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/MOZ
https://germanwatch.org/en/download/16411.pdf
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Climate Finance 

In 2017, Ireland provided a total of €1,500,000 to Mozambique in climate finance through its bilateral aid 

program. There was no additional spending in Mozambique through Ireland’s civil society program.  The 

largest contribution from the bilateral program was €560,974 to the PROSAN program on food security and 

nutrition.  The program has a focus on strengthening resilience to natural disasters and climate change.  Low 

agricultural production, the dependence on farm and natural resource based incomes and limited climate 

change adaptive capacity are addressed by this program in an effort to reduce the poverty and vulnerability 

of targeted communities (see more details on this program in the case study below).  Another significant 

contribution from the bilateral aid program is the €275,000 channelled through the International Institute 

for Environment and Development for a food security and nutrition program focused on aligning social 

protection with Local Adaptation Plans (LAPs).  The actions of this program will create synergies between 

social protection and LAP priorities, such as water, agriculture, livestock and poverty reduction.  As in 2016, 

€150,000 of climate related funding was also provided to the Municipal Development Programme for North 

and North and North-Central Mozambique (PRODEM), which includes a sub objective on improving the 

municipal governments’ resilience to climate change impacts.  Further information on the programs that 

Irish Aid fund in Mozambique can be found here. 

 

Ireland also provided €1,112,500 to Mozambique for Disaster Risk Reduction in Mozambique through its 

bilateral aid program. Please note that Climate Finance and Disaster Risk Reduction amounts should not be 

aggregated as some disbursements have multiple co-benefits. 

 

The OECD Development Assistance Committee has agreed definitions for reporting environmental 

expenditures. Rio Markers enable the consistent measuring and monitoring of climate finance provided to 

developing nations. Activities are marked as ‘principle’, ‘significant’, or ‘not relevant’. 

 

 An activity can be marked as principal when the objective (climate change mitigation or adaptation) is 
explicitly stated as fundamental in the design of, or the motivation for, the activity. Promoting the 
objective will thus be stated in the activity documentation as one of the principal reasons for 
undertaking it. In other words, the activity would not have been funded (or designed that way) but for 
that objective.  

 An activity can be marked as significant when the objective (climate change mitigation or adaptation) is 
explicitly stated but it is not the fundamental driver or motivation for undertaking it. Instead, the activity 
has other prime objectives but it has been formulated or adjusted to help meet the relevant climate 
concerns.  

 The score “0” means that the activity was examined but found not to target the objective (climate 
change mitigation or adaptation) in any significant way. For activities that have not been assessed, the 
marker field should be left empty. This ensures that there is no confusion between activities that do not 
target the objective (score = “0”), and activities for which the answer is not known (score = “null”). This 
important distinction has implications for statistical presentations of Rio marker data.  

 

 

 

https://www.irishaid.ie/what-we-do/countries-where-we-work/our-partner-countries/mozambique/


4 
 

 

 

   

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
Climate Finance Trends 

In 2017, Ireland provided approximately 57% (€1,980,866) less climate finance to Mozambique 

through its bilateral program compared to the previous year (2016).   This reduction was partly 

caused by a number of large programs stopping in 2017, such as the Gorongosa National Park 

Restoration Project (€119,500 in 2016), and most significantly the large payments made to UNICEF 

(€474,000) and to the World Food Programme (€1,500,000) for emergency assistance for areas 

subject to drought and El Nino impacts were not repeated in 2017.  As in previous years, the 

majority of the climate finance provided to Mozambique by Irish Aid is for adaptation.  It is 

expected that Ireland’s climate finance to Mozambique will increase again in 2019 as new 

programmes focusing on climate change will be in place 

 

 

2017 Total Climate Finance

 
Bilateral (€) Civil Society Program (€) 

Climate Finance Adaptation (UNFCCC) 1,300,000 NA 

Climate Finance Mitigation UNFCCC) NA NA 

Climate Finance Cross-cutting (UNFCCC) 200,000 NA 

Total Climate Finance 1,500,000 0 

 

Table 1: Breakdown of the climate finance provided to Mozambique by Ireland in 2017 (including the bilateral program and 

the civil society program).  

100%

Bilateral Civil Society Program

Figure 1: All of the 2017 climate finance (€1,500,000) from 

Ireland to Mozambique comes from the bilateral program, 

with no contribution from the civil society program. 
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Figure 1: Total climate finance provided to Mozambique from Ireland’s bilateral program over the past 5 years (2013-

2017) 

Figure 2: Cross-cutting, mitigation, and adaptation climate finance provided to Mozambique from Ireland’s bilateral 

program over the past 4 years (2014-2017). Please note: mitigation spend represents projects where the mitigation 

marker is higher than the adaptation marker, adaptation spend represents projects where the adaptation marker is 

higher than the mitigation marker, and cross-cutting represents projects where the markers for adaption and mitigation 

are the same. 
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Case Study  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gender and Disaster risk Reduction Management Initiative  
 

The Gender and Disaster Risk Management initiative implemented in the province of Inhambane is a 

partnership between Care International and the National Institute for Disaster Risk Management (INGC) 

with support from the Embassy of Ireland in Mozambique. The initiative is implemented with assistance 

from Men for Change Network (HOPEM), Tsinela Association, Mahlahle Association and the District Services 

for Women and Social Action (SDMAS). 

 

The initiative aims to reduce levels of gender-based violence through building the capacity of women and 

girls to deal effectively with natural disasters and climate change. The initiative is implementing some of the 

recommendations from the study ‘Hope dries up? Women and girls coping with drought and climate 

change in Mozambique’ carried out by Care in 2016, and is in line with the Government's strategic priorities 

contained in the Strategic Government Plan on Gender by the National Institute for Disaster Risk 

Management (2016-20). 

 
 

The initiative is part of the PROSAN (Programa de Segurança Alimentar e Nutricional) or “Food and nutrition 

security programme”, a five year intervention (December 2012 to December 2017) funded by Irish Aid in 

Homoine and Funhalouro districts, Inhambane Province, Mozambique. The programme is implemented by 

CARE in strategic partnership with the government at national, provincial and district levels and local civil 

society organizations. It aims to reach 28,875 participants spread in 5250 poor and food insecure 

households, of which 80% are women from CARE’s impact group “socially, economically and politically 

excluded women experiencing food and nutritional insecurity who are highly dependent on natural 

resources”. 

 

 

 

 

 


