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This is the second 2016 report from the climate change team at HQ in 

Limerick. The report provides a tool to update missions and partners 

as part of the climate Change and Development Learning Platform. 

We hope to use this opportunity to drive our key theme for 2016 - 

Integrating Climate Change into development programmes 

Key Upcoming Events 

 

11-16 July 2016: NAP Expo 

2016—Bonn, Germany 

15-16 July 2016: Our Ocean Con-

ference, Washington D.C. 

5-9 September 2016:  30th Ses-

sion of the Least Developed 

Countries Expert Group, Liberia 

17-19 October 2016: 5th Asia 

Pacific Climate Change Adapta-

tion Forum, Colombo, Sri Lanka 

 

 

Mary Robinson appointed as UN Special Envoy on Climate and El Niño 

On 20 May, former Irish President Mary 

Robinson was announced as the UN Spe-
cial Envoy on El Niño and Climate. Mary 
Robinson is recognised as a world leader 
in advocating for climate justice and has 
played an important role in responding to 
the needs of the poorest and most vul-
nerable people in the world. 

  

The El Niño effect, caused by increased 
temperatures in the Pacific Ocean and 
made worse by changes in climate, has 
contributed to devastating droughts in 
East and Southern Africa and extreme 
weather events in other parts of the 
world.  

 

Millions of people are now dangerously 
food insecure due to changing weather 
patterns. 

“The United Nations Special Envoys will 
provide the leadership required to tackle 
these challenges, raising the profile and 
sounding the alarm”, said United Nations 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.  

 “It is vital that we scale up our humani-
tarian response urgently.  To do that we 
need the full support and attention of the 
international community.” 
 
Ms. Robinson is currently President of the 
Mary Robinson Foundation - Climate 
Justice, and served as UN Special Envoy of 
the Secretary General for Climate Change 
in 2014-2015. 

Ms. Robinson was supported by DFAT and 
many of Ireland’s diplomatic missions, 
and as a result played an important role 
in finalizing the Paris Agreement (on Cli-
mate Change) in December 2015. 

UN Special Envoy Mary Robinson. Photo: UN  

http://unfccc.int/adaptation/items/9547.php
http://unfccc.int/adaptation/items/9547.php
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/ourocean/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/ourocean/index.htm
http://unfccc.int/adaptation/groups_committees/ldc_expert_group/items/4727.php
http://unfccc.int/adaptation/groups_committees/ldc_expert_group/items/4727.php
http://unfccc.int/adaptation/groups_committees/ldc_expert_group/items/4727.php
http://www.asiapacificadapt.net/adaptationforum/
http://www.asiapacificadapt.net/adaptationforum/
http://www.asiapacificadapt.net/adaptationforum/
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Approximately 250 participants attended 

the CBA10 conference over four days, from 
Monday 25th April until Thursday 28th April 
in the Independent University, Bangladesh.  

The theme of the conference was 
“enhancing urban community resilience.” 
The event provided an opportunity to share 
the latest developments in community-
based adaptation (CBA) and was attended 
Irish Aid Partners an Missions.  

The conference itself included 26 different 
sessions and was opened by Abdullah Al 
Islam Jakob, Deputy Minister, Ministry of 
Environment and Forests. Mary Robinson 
from the Mary Robinson Foundation – Cli-
mate Justice also presented at the Opening 
Plenary of CBA10.  

Irish Aid participated on the donors panel 
discussions: "Supporting Local Organisa-
tions” and experience gained in Irish Aid 
Key Partner countries received positive 
feedback from participants.  

Throughout the conference, Irish Aid staff 

and partners attended a number of ses-

sions of particular relevance to Irish Aid’s 

Climate Change Adaptation and broader 

Resilience work. Key sessions included: 

Building community participation in urban 

CBA; Disaster and Risk Reduction in com-

munities; “Learning from Failure” for 

better CBA; Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises, and Resilience. 

 

CBA 10: Community Based Adaptation Conference, Dhaka, Bangladesh 

The Mozambique delegation at CBA10. 

Photo: Irish Aid 

CCAFS: Urgent need to transform Africa’s key agricultural regions by 2025 

Agriculture in parts of sub-Saharan Afri-

ca must undergo significant transfor-
mation if it is to continue to produce key 
food crops, according to a new study 
entitled “Timescales of transformational 
climate change adaptation in sub-Saharan 
African agriculture.” 

The study examines region-by-region the 
likely effect of different climate change 
scenarios on nine crops that constitute 
50% of food production in sub-Saharan 
Africa.  

While six of the nine crops studied are 
expected to remain stable under moder-
ate and extreme climate change scenari-
os, maize, beans and bananas are most at 
risk.  

 
Key findings: 

Banana growing regions in West Africa 
and maize growing regions in Southern 
Africa will need to undergo transfor-
mation within the next ten years. 

 

1.85 million hectares of current bean 
cropping systems in Uganda and Tanza-
nia, responsible for growing 41.4 % of the 
total sub-Saharan African bean supply, 
will be unable to do so by 2100. Other 
regions will be hit even sooner. 

 

Millet, sorghum, cassava, groundnut and 
yams are projected to remain stable for 
the rest of the century. 

 

Up to 30% of areas growing maize and 
bananas, and up to 60% of those produc-
ing beans are projected to become unvia-
ble by the end of the century.  

In some areas transformations will need 
to take place as soon as 2025.  

Transformation could mean changing the 
type of crop grown in the area in ques-
tion, improving irrigation systems, or in 
extreme circumstances, moving away 
from agriculture altogether. 

 

The Field component of the conference 
included visits to a number of community 
based of projects improving adaptation in 
livelihoods, addressing salt water intrusions 
from sea level rise, and preparing for future 
flooding.  

The groups visited the slums of Gazipur to 
meet community leaders and learn about 
community waste management systems 
supported by CARE Bangladesh. The field 
trip included a visit to Sher-e Bangla Agri-
culture University, where a roof garden 
programme, supported by Islamic Relief 
Bangladesh provides additional foods for 
the households.  In Mohammadpur, west-
ern Dhaka, where the Bangladesh NGO 
Community Participation and Development 
(CPD)  works with Save the Children Bangla-
desh to educate five to 18-year olds about 
climate change impacts, children are pre-
pared to respond to future flooding and 
potential disasters. 

The Environment and Climate Change Advi-
sors workshop was held back-to-back with 
CBA 10. As in previous years, Irish Aid Envi-
ronment and Climate Change Advisors and 
some partners attended.  
 
The Irish Aid Guidance Note on Integrating 
Climate Change into Development Pro-
grammes was finalised, a working docu-
ment that will be updated each year follow-
ing each Advisors workshop. Input was 
provided into the strategic planning pro-
cess for the multi annual framework for 
global climate change partnerships.  

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2519473
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2519473
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nclimate2947
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nclimate2947
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nclimate2947
http://www.carebangladesh.org/
http://www.sau.edu.bd/
http://www.sau.edu.bd/
http://islamicrelief.org.bd/
http://islamicrelief.org.bd/
http://cpd-bd.org/
http://cpd-bd.org/
https://bangladesh.savethechildren.net/
https://bangladesh.savethechildren.net/
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Given that solutions such as breeding 
improved crops can take a minimum of 
15 years to complete, the authors stress 
the need for immediate action. The study 
goes on to develop geographically-
specific investment priorities to enable 
adaptation in affected countries. These 
include: 

Improving agronomy, irrigation options 
and agro-climatic advisory services availa-
ble to farmers 

Breeding crops with increased resistance 
to climate change impacts including heat 
and drought 

Switching to alternative crops that have 
higher tolerance to heat and drought, 
such as millet and sorghum 

Exploring alternative livelihood strategies, 
such as the introduction of livestock 

Zambia as one of the Southern Africa 

Development Community (SADC) region 
countries is highly affected by severe 
weather and extreme climate events.  

It is predominantly vulnerable to climate 
change and climate variability because of 
its high level of poverty (59%) and de-
pendency on agriculture and natural re-
sources – both climate-sensitive sectors.  

Increasing droughts in the sub-Saharan 
Africa, severe natural disasters and more 
frequent flooding in low-lying areas are 
already taking place. The Zambia case 
study is designed to facilitate “Learning 
about Climate Change and Supporting 
Climate Resilience through Experiential 

Adaptation strategies will vary greatly 
across sub-Saharan Africa, given the high-
ly different local contexts. Extensive re-
search by CCAFS is already informing 
African governments and policymakers on 
the technologies and policies that can 
successfully help farmers to adapt to 
climate change in these countries. 

For example, in Uganda, intercropping 
banana with coffee has been found to 
raise incomes by 50% and builds resili-
ence to climate change impacts.  

In Senegal, climate information services 
are now available to over 7 million rural 
people, via SMS and radio broadcasts, 
helping them make better farming deci-
sions.  

And across the entire region, the Drought 
Tolerant Maize for Africa initiative has 
benefited 30-40 million people in 13 Afri-
can countries by raising their maize 
yields. 

Photo: N. Palmer/CIAT 

Zambia: Approaches to climate change adaptation 

Learning by Farmers and those Sup-
porting Them”.   

The focus is on experiential learning of 
climate change through the development 
of farmer demonstration plots with com-
bined engagement from smallholders and 
partners (Self-Help Africa and CGIAR con-
sortium) currently availing of/operating 
the Irish Aid Local Development Pro-
gramme (IALDP) in Northern Province.   

Specifically tailored demonstration plots 
[in accordance with the Climate Farmer 
Field School Approach (CFFS)], or 
‘experiential learning plots’ integrate 
considerations of climate into the produc-
tive decision-making of Livelihood En-
hancement Groups (LEGs). 

 
These have been established under the 
IALDP in Mbala and Luwingu Districts – 
assimilating contextual knowledge of 
climate risks with scientific climate infor-
mation to frame the strategy for climate 
risk management in the cultivation of the 
principal food crops in Northern Province.     

Some demonstration plots, part of  the Irish Aid Local Development Programme, Luwingu District, 

Northern Province, Zambia. Photo: Irish Aid. 

Feedback 

We hope that this update has been 

of interest and we’ll be happy to 

provide any additional information 

on any of the above areas mentioned 
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Adrian.Fitzgerald@dfa.ie 

+353 61 77 4149 

Ben Siddle 

Household Energy 

Ben.Siddle@dfa.ie 

+353 61 77 4119 

Mags Gaynor 

Resilience Team lead 

Mags.Gaynor@dfa.ie 

+353 61 77 4065 

Eoin Young 

Communications Officer 
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+353 61 4140 

CCAFS continued 


