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 Climate  

Change &  

Development  
Climate Change and Resilience Quarterly Report 

This is the final report of 2017 from the Climate Change and Resilience team. This short report provides current climate 

and resilience information for missions and partners as part of the Climate Change and Development Learning Platform. 

We hope to use this space to inform you about our new Climate Risk Assessments,  share a Case Study from Ethiopia on 

improving access to Climate and Agricultural Extension Services to Farmers,  share key outcomes of COP23 Climate 

Conference, and  circulate the new Guidance Note on ‘Promoting Climate-Resilient Agriculture in Smallholder Farm-

ing’ as well as the Country Climate Action Reports.  

Climate Risk Assessments Developed for a Number of Key Partner Countries  

 

Lead by Tracy Kajumba, the Climate 

Team have been developing Climate 

Risk Assessment Reports for Malawi, 

Tanzania, Mozambique, Zambia, 

Ethiopia and Uganda. These reports 

are nearing completion and are cur-

rently being reviewed by Missions. 

Similar Climate Risk Assessments for 

Sierra Leone, South Africa and Vi-

etnam will be developed in 2018.   

The Climate Risk Assessments 

provide much needed information 

on in country current and future 

climate scenarios, current trends 

and future projections. The re-

ports also note the climate 

change impacts, hazards and vul-

nerability, as well as provide an 

over-view of the climate change 

policy framework in country, and 

outline climate change implica-

tions for Irish Aid country pro-

gramming.  

Climate change impacts, hazards 

and vulnerability are 

noted for a number of 

sectors relevant to 

Irish Aid programmes, 

including Agriculture, 

Health, Education, 

Social Protection, Nat-

ural Resources, Wa-

ter, wider Economy 

and Gender Sectors.  

The reports also detail the status of 

National Government efforts in 

National Adaptation Plans and Cli-

mate Coordination in country, as 

well as status of Nationally Deter-

mined Contributions (NDCs) under 

the Paris Agreement. The reports 

also provide a number of recom-

mendations to inform future Irish 

Aid Country Development Pro-

gramming, as a result of climate 

change implications.  

The risk  index below puts Tz & Moz as high 

risk, Malawi & Zambia as medium risk 
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Outcomes of Climate Conference: 23rd Conference of Parties to UNFCCC (COP23) 

The focus of this year’s COP23 was advancing the aims 

and ambitions of the Paris Agreement, to drive further 

climate action and reductions in carbon emissions. Key 

outcomes for Least Developed Countries included: 

1. Adoption of the Gender Action Plan and Indige-

nous and Local Communities Platform, recog-

nising the disproportionate impact of climate 

change on women and indigenous communities. 

Ireland (through Colin O’Hehir) led the EU Dele-

gation on Gender and chaired this vital process.  

2. Countries agreed that the Adaptation Fund ‘shall’ 

serve the Paris Agreement as another vital form 

of financial support to developing countries. 

3. A decision on Agriculture was agreed (after a 

long 5 years) requesting the UNFCCC to address 

vulnerabilities of agriculture to climate change 

and approaches to tackle food security.  

4. To encourage further action, it was agreed a 

stocktake on pre-2020 implementation would 

be held at COP24 next year to assess progress.  

5. The EU announced that its Member States 

(including Ireland) will deposit the ratification 

instrument of the Doha amendment, which 

commits EU to emissions reductions targets.   

The LDC Negotiators (supported by Irish Aid through 

IIED) showed real strength during the negotiations, 

providing clear and strategic direction. For the first 

time, a Ugandan farmer, Mrs. Constance Okollet, was 

part of the Irish Delegation, sharing the realities of liv-

Guidance Note developed on ‘Promoting Climate-Resilient Agriculture in Smallholder 

Farming’  

A Guidance Note on climate resilient agriculture for smallholder farming has 

been developed by Irish Aid, the Department of Agriculture and the Interna-

tional Institute for Environment and Development. The Note informs ongoing 

efforts to improve climate resilient agriculture, describing a framework for de-

velopment programming, that will be of interest and use to mission staff and 

partner organisations and particularly our climate community of practice. The 

Guidance Note suggests how climate risk management can be integrated into 

development programming for smallholder farmers at different levels: house-

hold, watershed, local agricultural system and agriculture sector/national level. 

The Note is available on the Climate and Development Learning Platform as 

well as circulated to Mission Staff and Partners. We would like to thank the use-

ful input received from climate focal points and partners to this note during the 

11th Community Based Adaptation Conference.      

ing with climate change with Irish delegates and at an 

EU side event on smallholder farming which Irish Aid 

arranged. Michelle Winthrop, presented on a panel 

alongside Mary Robinson, highlighting the need for 

further action and commitments to ensuring climate 

finance reaches the most vulnerable communities.  

Moving forward in 2018, the Paris Agreement 

‘Rulebook’ will continue to be discussed and agreed 

at the next Conference (COP24), outlining how the 

Paris Agreement will be implemented in practice.    

 

Image shows Mary Robinson, Constance Okollet and Michelle 

Winthrop at an event during the Climate Conference. Con-

stance was part of the Irish Delegation to the Conference, 

arranged by Mary Robinson Foundation, to promote the voic-

es of grassroots women on the frontlines of climate change.  
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Irish Aid, in partnership with the World Meteorology Or-
ganisation (WMO) and National Meteorology Agency of 
Ethiopia (NMAE), is implementing a two year food securi-
ty pilot project in Ethiopia. The goal of the pilot project is 
to improve weather and climate services for rural farm-
ers, strengthen early warning systems and climate risk 
management in the agriculture sector.  

The project has strengthened the capacity of Meteorology 
Centres in Tigray and Sothern Nations and Nationalities 
People’s Region (SNNP), on production of localized 
weather information. The weather forecast information is 
translated into local language, and agricultural advisory 
developed to guide farmer’s planning and decision mak-
ing on cropping patterns. Decadal and monthly weather 
forecast updates are also issued to further guide the 
farmers. Farmers have been given plastic rain gauges and 
trained on taking daily recordings, which is interpreted by 
the regional and woreda meteorology offices and dissemi-
nated using Development Agents and Farmer’s Networks. 
Farmers have testified that access to weather infor-
mation, has guided their decisions on when to plant and 
harvest, and has helped them avoid crop losses. In addi-
tion, the project works with Regional Bureaus of Agricul-
ture and Agriculture Research Institutes using the Farmer 
Training Centers to provide Extension Services, training on 
better cropping methods that promote soil and water 

Providing access to Weather, Climate and Agricultural Extension Services to 

Farmers In Ethiopia helps minimise Crop Losses 

conservation, provide seeds that are suitable for the 
weather conditions forecasted, and research into soil 
quality and crop varieties. Farmers have attested that 
access to seeds tailored to the soils and weather con-
ditions as well as access to fertilizers and training in 
better cropping methods have improved their crop 
yields and quality.  

The pilot project will end in December 2017 and an 
impact assessment will be conducted by the universi-
ties partnering with NMAE to document lessons and 
best practices, to inform scale up or shared with other 
partners doing similar projects. The project is being 
implemented in Tigray and Southern Nations, Nation-
alities and People’s Region (SNNPR), targeting 250 
beneficiaries.  

Farmers have testified that access to weather infor-

mation has guided their decisions in deciding when to 

plant and harvest, helping them to avoid crop losses. 

Images Above; Farmers explain how they use the rain gauges 

on their farms to record local rainfall patterns, which informs 

regional Meteorology officers to develop tailor made adviso-

ries.  

Note to Focal Points from Michelle Winthrop, New Climate and Resilience HQ Policy Lead: 

It is with great pride that I’m sending out this newsletter, my first since joining the team- and 
Irish Aid. In the short time I’ve been here I’ve been really impressed by the work that the 
platform- and you all- are doing on climate. We are building a great resource base of materials 
that will really help teams in KPCs to mainstream climate change, and to know how best to 
programme climate-specific funds. Now it’s our job to spread the word and get people using 
them! As you recharge the batteries over the festive season, please help me to think through 
how we can really raise our ambition on climate change in 2018. I very much look forward to 
working with you all next year, and hopefully to meeting you all in person too, 

Warm regards, 

Michelle 

We welcome feedback, and 
should you require any additional 
information, you can contact the  
Climate Change Team below: 

Michelle Winthrop 

Climate and Resilience Policy Lead 

Michelle.Winthrop@dfa.ie 

+353 61 77 4052 

Tracy Kajumba 

Senior Climate Change Adviser 

Tracy.Kajumba@dfat.ie 

+256 417 713414 

Sarah McIvor 

Resilience Officer 

sarah.mcivor@dfa.ie 

+353 61 77 4040 


