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This quarter, the senior climate change 

and development advisor has been working 

with different countries to mainstream 

climate change into the Country Strategy 

Papers (CSPs). Support has been given to 

Uganda, Tanzania and Mozambique.  

The Uganda CSP was finalised by the time 

this process started, but a climate risk and 

policy context analysis was done, with ex-

amples of how climate change is affecting 

the CSP objectives. Discussions were held 

with partners whose proposals were not 

yet complete to consider some actions to 

address climate change.  

These will be tracked systematically to 

identify what the adaptation options are 

and the resources allocated for that pur-

pose. A discussion is also on going to do a 

case study on the nexus between social 

protection and climate change in the Kara-

moja region. 

Supporting countries to integrate climate change into development programming 

Country Climate Action Reports launched 

The Country Climate Action Reports 

were launched on the Climate Change 
and Development Learning Platform. 
Each report covers five elements; Country 
Context, Case Studies, Key Partner Coun-
tries Bilateral Projects & Programmes, 
Irish Aid Funding to Civil Society Pro-
gramme Partners and Mapping of Bilat-
eral Expenditure. 

The Country Context provides infor-
mation on key statistics within the coun-
try such as the Human Development In-
dex, whilst also highlighting other key  

 

statistics in terms of climate change. It 
also provides information on recent cli-
mate trends and future projections from 
the International Panel on Climate 
Change’s 5th report (2014).  

A section on country mitigation and adap-
tation efforts are also mentioned here, in 
combination with a synopsis of countries 
Intended Nationally Determined Contri-
butions (INDCs). 

Each report highlights work Irish Aid is 
supporting in our KPCs through partners 
who work to help small farmers improve 
their techniques and productivity, and 
utilise new methods to protect soils vul-
nerable to erosion.  

These Case Studies form an evidence-
base to inform our integration of climate 
change into our development program-
ming. 

 
A full list of climate relevant programmes 
and projects is listed within the report 
with a brief synopsis of each. In addition, 
civil society programme partners work is 
included in the reports. 

 

This will also provide evidence of how cli-

mate change can be prioritised in the pro-

grammes given the high vulnerability of the 

region to negative climate change impacts. 

For Tanzania, the process started early at 

the directions paper stage, a climate risk 

analysis and policy context has been done,  

and entry points for mainstreaming climate 

change into the CSP have been identified  

and documented.  

 

 

Tanzania is discussing a possible case study 

with IIED, building on the previous one, 

focusing on the nexus between climate 

change, gender and livelihoods. 

Given that the impact group for Tanzania is 

women and girls, impacts of climate change 

on the vulnerable targeted categories will 

be well captured in the CSP and pro-

grammes.  

Mozambique is integrating climate change 

into the new CSP. This creates an oppor-

tunity to review what has been done, the 

gaps and the future focus to guide pro-

gramming.  

Work on linking social protection and cli-

mate resilience in the Local adaptation 

planning has also started in Mozambique, 

and this will form part of the CSP planning. 

 

 

Lastly, each report includes mapping 
of Irish Aid’s bilateral spend to depict 
our funding in terms of the different 
Rio Markers; Mitigation, Adaptation, 
Cross-cutting, Disaster Risk Reduction 
etc. All reports are now on the Learn-
ing Platform     

 

 

 

 

Asaba Moses picking tea on a farm in Uganda. 

Photo: Irish Aid 
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-A survey of missions and partners will be carried out to assess the usefulness of the climate change 
and development learning platform.  

-We encourage everyone to help us to improve the platform.  

-Your comments will be very useful in guiding the improvements to be complete by the end of 2016. 

 Gergera, Tigray, Ethiopia: With the help 

of funding from Irish Aid, Ethiopian re-
searchers from World Agroforestry Cen-
tre (Icraf) are guiding terrace design, con-
struction of a rainwater tank on the sum-
mit, where trees and crops should grow 
for more productive and sustainable agri-
culture.  
 
“Berhe Hishe, 48, a farmer who leads 350 
households in Gergera, said that the ulti-
mate aim on this hillside and across the 
landscape is to create cultivable land for 
landless people.  
 
“Before the mountains were bare,” says 
Hishe. “When there was heavy rain, the 
flood and big stones damaged houses.  

Ethiopia: Reclaiming land with Irish Aid support in Tigray 

 
Now we are more stable. I’m so happy 
about these activities. I am hopeful our 
youth will get more land.” 
 
In 2012 the UN recognised the achieve-
ments of this village and awarded it the 
Equator prize: “Abrha We Atsbha has 
reclaimed over 224,000 hectares of land, 
and tree planting has resulted in im-
proved soil quality, higher crop yields, 
greater biomass production, groundwater 
functioning, and flood prevention.” 
 
Today, a regrown mountain forest pro-
tects ponds that hold rain water that 
percolates to farms.  
 
 

 
 
A municipality called Wukro is even laying  
a 30km pipeline to extract water from 
Abreha We Atsibha – a community that 
the UN described as “once on the brink of 
resettlement due to desertification, soil 
degradation and lack of water”.  
 
Communities do turn around. Across the 
world, drylands are the leading source of 
environmental refugees. Although Ethio-
pia’s restoration movement may need 
more scale, the country’s accomplish-
ments give global hope for populations 

forced to move on by worn-down land. 
Community leader Gebremichael Giday stands in a field in Abrha We Atsbha . Faidherbia albida 

trees, which provide nutrients to the newly sprouted cereal crop. Photo Cathy Watson/ICRAF  

Feedback 

We hope that this update has been 

of interest and we’ll be happy to 

provide any additional information 

on any of the above areas mentioned 
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