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Background 

Sierra Leone is a small West African country of approximately 71,740 

square kilometres with a population of around 7.5 million. Sierra 

Leone has a climate sensitive agricultural sector, with production 

dependent on its two seasons, rainy and dry. As temperatures in the 

region continue to rise due to climate change, these seasons are 

expected to become less reliable, threatening the livelihoods of 

around 75% of the population. Climate change has already begun to 

impact Sierra Leone as sea levels rise and cause flooding in coastal 

regions. The capital city of Freetown has already experienced floods 

and mudslides that have resulted in human casualties and public 

health crises through the spread of water borne diseases. 1234 

 

Sierra Leone suffered from a brutal civil war that lasted for 11 years, 

leaving over 50,000 citizens dead and millions more displaced. More 

recently, the Ebola public health crisis redirected large portions of 

development funds in order to address the dire emergency. These 

major crisises slowed growth in the region, and with the average 

population living on less than $1 a day, these development funds are 

a critical resource for the people of Sierra Leone.  

Irish Aid opened a development aid mission in Sierra Leone in 2005 

and has been working with local partner organizations to deliver aid 

objectives, with programs largely focused on gender inequality, poor 

governance, malnutrition and food security. In supporting Sierra 

Leone’s climate adaptation and mitigation objectives, Irish Aid has 

invested in a number of agricultural resiliency programmes, ensuring 

that farmers are able to maximize nutritional benefits and 

production efficiency. The Notre Dame Global Adaptation Initiative 

(ND-GAIN) Index ranks Sierra Leone as the 25th most vulnerable and 

52nd least ready to adapt to climate change, of the countries it 

covered for 2016. 

                                                           
1 World Bank (2018): ‘Sierra Leone’ [online] available to access via: <https://data.worldbank.org/country/SierraLeone>  

2  World Bank (2018): ‘GNI per Capita, Atlas method (current US$)’ [online] available to access via: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.CD?locations=SL 
3UNPD (no date): ‘Human Development Reports: Sierra Leone’ [online] available to access via: <http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/SLE>  
4  Germanwatch (2017): ‘Global Climate risk Index 2017’ [online] available to access via: <https://germanwatch.org/en/12978>    
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Climate Finance 

In 2017, Ireland provided a total of €35,372 to Sierra Leone in climate finance through its bilateral aid 

program. In addition, Ireland provided €869,584 in climate finance to projects in Sierra Leone through its 

civil society program. Further information on the programs that Irish Aid fund in Sierra Leone can be found 

here. There was one project funded directly by Irish Aid under the bilateral aid program. Through 

collaboration with agriculture and health ministers, Helen Keller International was able to support programs 

that provided vital nutrition education and agricultural training. The majority of Irish Aid funding supports 

civil society programs. Civil society partners, Concern, GOAL, Triocare and World Vision, are working to build 

farmers’ resilience to climate change through educational programs, conservation agriculture, drought 

response programs, and trainings to reduce fertilizer use and increase carbon sequestration in soils. Major 

Irish Aid initiatives in Sierra Leone seem to focus on largely on health programs that may indirectly support 

climate initiatives by reducing the populations overall vulnerability to climatic shifts.  

 

Ireland also provided €212,500 to Sierra Leone for Disaster Risk Reduction through its bilateral aid program. 

Please note that Climate Finance and Disaster Risk Reduction amounts should not be aggregated as some 

disbursements have multiple co-benefits. 

 

The OECD Development Assistance Committee has agreed definitions for reporting environmental 

expenditures. Rio Markers enable the consistent measuring and monitoring of climate finance provided to 

developing nations. Activities are marked as ‘principle’, ‘significant’, or ‘not relevant’. 

 An activity can be marked as principal when the objective (climate change mitigation or adaptation) is 

explicitly stated as fundamental in the design of, or the motivation for, the activity. Promoting the 

objective will thus be stated in the activity documentation as one of the principal reasons for 

undertaking it. In other words, the activity would not have been funded (or designed that way) but for 

that objective.  

 An activity can be marked as significant when the objective (climate change mitigation or adaptation) is 

explicitly stated but it is not the fundamental driver or motivation for undertaking it. Instead, the activity 

has other prime objectives but it has been formulated or adjusted to help meet the relevant climate 

concerns.  

 The score “0” means that the activity was examined but found not to target the objective (climate 

change mitigation or adaptation) in any significant way. For activities that have not been assessed, the 

marker field should be left empty. This ensures that there is no confusion between activities that do not 

target the objective (score = “0”), and activities for which the answer is not known (score = “null”). This 

important distinction has implications for statistical presentations of Rio marker data.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.irishaid.ie/what-we-do/countries-where-we-work/our-partner-countries/sierra-leone/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Bilateral Climate Finance Trends 

In 2017, Ireland provided €35,372 climate finance to Sierra Leone through its bilateral program. There has 

been no bilateral climate finance spend in the previous three years (Figure 2), following a much larger spend 

in 2013. All of the climate finance provided to Sierra Leone by Irish Aid in 2017 was for adaptation (Figure 3).  

The overall decreasing trend in climate finance could be due to the change in spending during the Ebola 

crisis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bilateral (€) Civil Society Program (€) 

Climate Finance Adaptation (UNFCCC) 35,372 817,642 

Climate Finance Mitigation UNFCCC) NA NA 

Climate Finance Cross-cutting (UNFCCC) NA 51,942 

Total Climate Finance 35,372 869,584 

 

4%

96%

Bilateral Civil Society Program

Table 1: Breakdown of the climate finance provided to Sierra Leone by Ireland in 2017 (including the bilateral program and 

the civil society program).  

2017 Total Climate Finance

Figure 1: Contributions from the bilateral program and the 

civil Society program towards the overall 2017 climate 

finance total (€16,013,366) from Ireland to Sierra Leone. 
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Figure 2: Total climate finance provided to Sierra Leone from Ireland’s bilateral program over the past 5 years (2013-

2017) 

Figure 3: Cross-cutting, mitigation, and adaptation climate finance provided to Sierra Leone from Ireland’s bilateral 

program over the past 4 years (2014-2017). Please note: mitigation spend represents projects where the mitigation 

marker is higher than the adaptation marker, adaptation spend represents projects where the adaptation marker is 

higher than the mitigation marker, and cross-cutting represents projects where the markers for adaption and mitigation 

are the same.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 
Sierra Leone’s Nationally Determined Contribution 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributions  
 
Sierra Leone’s NDC includes both conditional mitigation and adaptation components based on her national 
circumstances and in line with decisions1/CP.19 and 1/CP.20 The vision of the Sierra Leone NDC is to create a 
new era for a harmonious relationship between the economy, environment, social and long term sustainability; 
shifts to a green economy and provides for the identification and implementation of various mitigation and 
adaptation measures. The GOAL of the NDC and the accompanying action plan is to prepare the government 
and people of Sierra Leone to limit their carbon footprint; reduce or minimize risks by improving adaptive 
capacity, reducing vulnerability to climate change impacts and increasing the resilience and sustainable 
wellbeing of all citizens; and to leverage new opportunities and facilitate collaboration in-country and with 
regional and global communities 
 
Mitigation priorities  
 

o Institutionalization of coordination, monitoring, reporting and verification of climate change issues by 
strengthening the Environment Protection Agency for effective and efficient provision of technical policy 
advice to the Government and people of Sierra Leone for relevant decision making in transitioning to green 
economic growth.  

o Transformation of the National Meteorological Services of Sierra Leone and strengthening of Climate 
Change Early Warning System of Sierra Leone  

o Promotion of energy efficiency, enhanced management and expansion of the energy mix through uptake of 
renewable energy sources (Solar, Wind, Hydro, Biomass) particularly in the rural areas of Sierra Leone. 

o Enhancement of waste management systems at all levels to reduce pollution and greenhouse gas emissions 
under the category so as to improve health of both humans and animals and reduce global warming.  

o Diversification of economic growth through strengthened transport sub-sector, particularly the 
infrastructure to contribute to the reduction of regional and global emissions of greenhouses and build a 
stable economy.  

o Adoption and application of climate-smart and conservation agriculture through best agricultural practices 
that enhance soil fertility and improve crop yield  

 

Adaptation priorities 

o Estimation, in a sustainable manner, of Sierra Leone’s contribution to global warming and climate change.  
o Management of rangelands and pastures by managing grazing systems and grazing intensity, fire 

management and pasture rehabilitation.  
o Integrated management of crops and Livestock management. 
o Restoration of degraded lands with high production potential  
o Management of coastal and fisheries resources through promotion of non-destructive fishing techniques to 

maintain resilience of marine ecosystems.  
o  Promotion and facilitation of early warning and disaster preparedness system.  
o  Strengthen integration of climate change adaptation into the health Sector.  
o Strengthen the adaptive capacity of the most vulnerable groups and communities through social safety 

nets and insurance schemes.  
o Enhance the resilience of the tourism value chain.  
o Create enabling environment for the resilience of private sector investment, demonstrate an operational 

business case.  
o Integrate climate change adaptation into the mining/extractive sector  
o Mainstream climate change adaptation in land reforms. 
 
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/ndcstaging/PublishedDocuments/Sierra%20Leone%20First/SIERRA%20LEONE%20INDC.pdf   
 

https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/ndcstaging/PublishedDocuments/Sierra%20Leone%20First/SIERRA%20LEONE%20INDC.pdf

