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Background 

Vietnam became a partner country of Irish Aid in 2007. Every 

year, Irish Aid works with a variety of partner organisations in 

Vietnam to deliver on their aid objectives, with a large focus on 

environment and climate change action.  

With a population over 95 million and a total land area of 

329,569km2, Vietnam has the second highest population density 

in south East Asia. The landscape is hilly with forested mountains 

and the climate is tropical with a rainy season and a warm dry 

season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since Vietnam lies within the tropical cyclone belt, it is 

vulnerable to natural disasters, including typhoons, floods, 

droughts, saltwater intrusion and landslides. As a result of 

climate change, these extreme climatic events have been 

increasing in intensity and frequency.  

The Notre Dame Global Adaptation Initiative (ND-GAIN) Index 

ranks Vietnam as the 65th most vulnerable and 88th most ready 

to adapt to climate change, of the countries it covered for 2016. 

Over the past 50 years, the average temperature in Vietnam has 

increased by 0.5oC and sea level has risen by 20cm.  Therefore, 

Vietnam has a range of policies, laws and strategies to support 

its action on climate change adaptation and mitigation.1234 

                                                           
1 World Bank (2018): ‘Ethiopia’ [online] available to access via: <https://data.worldbank.org/country/Ethiopia>  
2 World Bank (2018): ‘GNI per Capita, Atlas method (current US$)’ [online] available to access via: <https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.CD?locations=ET> 
3 UNPD (no date): ‘Human Development Reports: Ethiopia’ [online] available to access via: <http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/ETH>  
4 Germanwatch (2017): ‘Global Climate risk Index 2017’ [online] available to access via: <https://germanwatch.org/en/download/16411.pdf>    
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Climate Finance 

In 2017, Ireland provided a total of €2,339,793 to Vietnam in climate finance through its bilateral aid 

program. No climate finance was provided by Irish Aid to projects in Vietnam through its civil society 

program. Further information on the programs that Irish Aid fund in Vietnam can be found here. Projects 

funded directly by Irish Aid under the bilateral aid program include capacity building on energy and climate 

modelling, scaling up improved food security, and Programme 135 which supports climate resilience among 

disadvantaged communities (see case study below).  

 

Ireland also provided €1,837,087 to Vietnam for Disaster Risk Reduction through its bilateral aid program. 

Please note that Climate Finance and Disaster Risk Reduction amounts should not be aggregated as some 

disbursements have multiple co-benefits. 

 

The OECD Development Assistance Committee has agreed definitions for reporting environmental 

expenditures. Rio Markers enable the consistent measuring and monitoring of climate finance provided to 

developing nations. Activities are marked as ‘principle’, ‘significant’, or ‘not relevant’, as explained below; 

 

 An activity can be marked as principal when the objective (climate change mitigation or adaptation) is 

explicitly stated as fundamental in the design of, or the motivation for, the activity. Promoting the 

objective will thus be stated in the activity documentation as one of the principal reasons for 

undertaking it. In other words, the activity would not have been funded (or designed that way) but for 

that objective.  

 An activity can be marked as significant when the objective (climate change mitigation or adaptation) is 

explicitly stated but it is not the fundamental driver or motivation for undertaking it. Instead, the activity 

has other prime objectives but it has been formulated or adjusted to help meet the relevant climate 

concerns.  

 The score “0” means that the activity was examined but found not to target the objective (climate 

change mitigation or adaptation) in any significant way. For activities that have not been assessed, the 

marker field should be left empty. This ensures that there is no confusion between activities that do not 

target the objective (score = “0”), and activities for which the answer is not known (score = “null”). This 

important distinction has implications for statistical presentations of Rio marker data.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.irishaid.ie/what-we-do/countries-where-we-work/our-partner-countries/vietnam/
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Bilateral Climate Finance Trends 

In 2017, Ireland provided 18.4% (€529,068) less climate finance to Vietnam through its bilateral program 

compared to the previous year (2016). The decrease in total climate finance in 2017 can be explained in part 

by the absence of funding for the One UN initiative, which contributed to €500,000 of climate adaptation 

spend in 2016.  

The amount of climate finance provided to Vietnam for adaptation decreased by 26.2% (€750,068) from 

2016 to 2017. However in 2017, Irish Aid also supported one programme with a climate mitigation focus 

(€61,000), and one cross-cutting project (€160,000), neither of which were present in 2016.  

 
Bilateral (€) Civil Society Program (€) 

Climate Finance Adaptation (UNFCCC) 2,118,793 0 

Climate Finance Mitigation UNFCCC) 61,000 0 

Climate Finance Cross-cutting (UNFCCC) 160,000 0 

Total Climate Finance 2,339,793 0 

 

Table 1: Breakdown of the climate finance provided to Vietnam by Ireland in 2017 (including the bilateral program and the 

civil society program).  

2017 Total Climate Finance

Figure 1: All of the 2017 climate finance (€2,339,793) from 

Ireland to Vietnam comes from the bilateral program, with 

no contribution from the civil society program. 

100%

Bilateral Civil Society Program
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Total bilateral climate finance has generally decreased since 2013 (Figure 2), with Irish Aid contributing the 

least climate finance to Vietnam in 2017 (Figure 3). Overall, the majority of the climate finance provided to 

Vietnam by Irish Aid is for adaptation.    

 

Figure 2: Total climate finance provided to Vietnam from Ireland’s bilateral program over the past 5 years (2013-2017) 

Figure 3: Cross-cutting, mitigation, and adaptation climate finance provided to Vietnam from Ireland’s bilateral program 

over the past 4 years (2014-2017). Please note: mitigation spend represents projects where the mitigation marker is 

higher than the adaptation marker, adaptation spend represents projects where the adaptation marker is higher than the 

mitigation marker, and cross-cutting represents projects where the markers for adaption and mitigation are the same. 
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Case Study  

 

 

 

 

 

Programme 135  

Programme 135 was established in 1998 by the Vietnamese government to enable ethnic minority and 

mountainous communities to overcome poverty by addressing issues such as low capacity, small 

landholdings, lack of knowledge, skills or market information, health problems, unemployment, large 

family sizes, environmental degradation and vulnerability to risks. Having already raised the living 

standards of many disadvantages communities, Programme 135 aims to benefit over 2,100 more poor 

communities from 2016-2020. Through funding from donors like Irish Aid, Programme 135 provides 

infrastructure and services to support the climate resilience of these poor ethnic communities.  

Between 2011 and 2014, Irish Aid’s financial contribution to Programme 135, helped to support 66 

communities in 9 Vietnamese provinces, through the implementation of 249 small scale infrastructure 

projects. In 2015, 2016 and 2017, Irish Aid provided climate relevant funding to the Programme 135 of 

€2,215,000, €2,000,000 and €1,500,000 respectively.  

 

 

Total climate finance provided to Programme 135 from Irish Aid in 2017

 


