
  



Background 

Zambia has been a partner country of Irish Aid since 1980. Every 

year, Irish Aid works with a variety of partner organisations in 

Zambia to deliver on their aid objectives, with a large focus on 

environment and climate change action.  

Zambia has a population of over 17 million people, and the UN 

has projected that this will triple by 2050, making it one of the 

fastest growing populations in the world. Located in south-

central Africa, Zambia is a landlocked country covering 

752,614km2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite being one of most politically stable countries in southern 

Africa, approximately 60% of Zambia’s population live below the 

poverty line, therefore poverty and inequality reduction is a big 

challenge for the country.  

Climate-induced changes to physical and biological systems are 

already exerting substantial stress on Zambia’s vulnerable 

sectors, including agriculture, wildlife, forestry, water, energy, 

health and infrastructure. The Notre Dame Global Adaptation 

Initiative (ND-GAIN) Index ranks Zambia as the 18th most 

vulnerable and 59th least ready to adapt to climate change, of 

the countries it covered for 2016. Further details on Zambia’s 

climate change risks can be found in the ‘Zambia Country 

Climate Risk Assessment Report’. 1234  

                                                           
1 World Bank (2018): ‘Zambia’ [online] available to access via: <https://data.worldbank.org/country/Zambia>  
2 World Bank (2018): ‘GNI per Capita, Atlas method (current US$)’ [online] available to access via: <https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.CD?locations=ZM>  
3 UNPD (no date): ‘Human Development Reports: Zambia’ [online] available to access via: <http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/ZMB>   
4 Germanwatch (2017): ‘Global Climate risk Index 2017’ [online] available to access via: <https://germanwatch.org/en/download/16411.pdf>    
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https://www.climatelearningplatform.org/sites/default/files/resources/zambia_climate_risk_screening_report_-_final.pdf
https://www.climatelearningplatform.org/sites/default/files/resources/zambia_climate_risk_screening_report_-_final.pdf
https://data.worldbank.org/country/Zambia
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.CD?locations=ZM
http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/ZMB
https://germanwatch.org/en/download/16411.pdf


Climate Finance 

In 2017, Ireland provided a total of €1,585,942 to Zambia in climate finance through its bilateral aid program. 

In addition, Ireland provided €490,489 in climate finance to projects in Zambia through its civil society 

program. Further information on the programs that Irish Aid fund in Zambia can be found here.  Projects 

funded directly by Irish Aid under the bilateral aid program include climate change case study lesson 

learning, developing early warning systems for climate related natural disasters, capacity building on energy 

efficiency and integrating climate risks into land cover policies through the UN’s ‘Delivering as One Project’ 

(see case study at end of this report). Civil society partners Gorta Self-help Africa are helping to build 

resilience to climate change through a wide range of projects, including good practice agricultural techniques 

and policy engagement at local, national and international levels.    

 

Ireland also provided €200,000 to Zambia for Disaster Risk Reduction through its bilateral aid program. 

Please note that Climate Finance and Disaster Risk Reduction amounts should not be aggregated as some 

disbursements have multiple co-benefits. 

 

The OECD Development Assistance Committee has agreed definitions for reporting environmental 

expenditures. Rio Markers enable the consistent measuring and monitoring of climate finance provided to 

developing nations. Activities are marked as ‘principle’, ‘significant’, or ‘not relevant’. 

 

 An activity can be marked as principal when the objective (climate change mitigation or adaptation) is 
explicitly stated as fundamental in the design of, or the motivation for, the activity. Promoting the 
objective will thus be stated in the activity documentation as one of the principal reasons for 
undertaking it. In other words, the activity would not have been funded (or designed that way) but for 
that objective.  

 An activity can be marked as significant when the objective (climate change mitigation or adaptation) is 
explicitly stated but it is not the fundamental driver or motivation for undertaking it. Instead, the activity 
has other prime objectives but it has been formulated or adjusted to help meet the relevant climate 
concerns.  

 The score “0” means that the activity was examined but found not to target the objective (climate 
change mitigation or adaptation) in any significant way. For activities that have not been assessed, the 
marker field should be left empty. This ensures that there is no confusion between activities that do not 
target the objective (score = “0”), and activities for which the answer is not known (score = “null”). This 
important distinction has implications for statistical presentations of Rio marker data.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.irishaid.ie/what-we-do/countries-where-we-work/our-partner-countries/zambia/


  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Bilateral Climate Finance Trends 

 

In 2017, Ireland provided 44.5% (€485,942) more climate finance to Zambia through its bilateral 

program compared to the previous year (2016). Notably, 2017 had the highest climate finance 

contribution to Zambia over the last five years (Figure 2). From 2013 to 2016, all climate finance 

provided to Zambia by Irish Aid was cross cutting, however in 2017, the majority of climate finance 

was used for adaptation (Figure 3).  

 

 

 

 
Bilateral (€) Civil Society Program (€) 

Climate Finance Adaptation (UNFCCC) 1,316,252 490,489 

Climate Finance Mitigation UNFCCC) 2,190 0 

Climate Finance Cross-cutting (UNFCCC) 267,500 0 

Total Climate Finance 1,585,942 490,489 

 

76%

24%

Bilateral Civil Society Program

Table 1: Breakdown of the climate finance provided to Zambia by Ireland in 2017 (including the bilateral program and the 

civil society program).  

2017 Total Climate Finance

Figure 1: Contributions from the bilateral program and the 

civil Society program towards the overall 2017 climate 

finance total (€2,076,431) from Ireland to Zambia. 



 

 

 

Figure 2: Total climate finance provided to Zambia from Ireland’s bilateral program over the past 5 years (2013-2017) 

Figure 3: Cross-cutting, mitigation, and adaptation climate finance provided to Zambia from Ireland’s bilateral program 

over the past 4 years (2014-2017). Please note: mitigation spend represents projects where the mitigation marker is 

higher than the adaptation marker, adaptation spend represents projects where the adaptation marker is higher than the 

mitigation marker, and cross-cutting represents projects where the markers for adaption and mitigation are the same. 
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Case Study  

 

 

 

 

 

UN Delivering as One   

The United Nations’ Delivering as One program, was established to support Zambia’s national priorities in 

a more effective and coherent way.  Strengthening national systems for climate resilience and disaster risk 

reduction and response, is one of the five priority outcome areas for the UN Development Assistance 

Framework in Zambia.  

Through the support of the Irish Government, the Delivering as One program has supported the 

implementation of a range of climate-specific actions across Zambia. These interventions include:  

 Strengthening information management and early warning systems for better planning 

preparedness;  

 Integrating climate change risks into programming and policies particularly for land-cover;  

 Natural resource management; 

 Raising awareness of environmental issues in the general population;  

 Building capacity on energy efficiency and renewable energy in government; 

 Revising agriculture, land and forestry policy to reflect climate change; and 

 Building capacity for non-Overseas Development Aid carbon-financing. 

Irish Aid contributed $100,000 of climate finance in both 2016 and 2017, to aid these interventions 

and support Zambia address their climate and environmental priorities.  

 

 

Total climate finance provided to the UN Delivering as One Program from Irish Aid in 2017

 


